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To  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland 
and  to  the  Ayr  County  Council. 


Ladies  axd  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Conditions  of  the  County  for  the  year  1951,  together  with  the 
Report  on  the  Medical  Inspection  and  Treatment  of  School  Children 
for  the  year  ended  31st  July,  1952. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  A.  ROUGHEAD, 

County  Medical  Officer. 


County  Buildings, 

Ayr,  November,  1952. 
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County  Medical  Officer’s  Report. 

1951. 


I.— VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population  and  Area. — The  Census  taken  at  8th  April,  19.^1, 
showed  that  the  population  of  the  LandA^ard  and  Small  Burgh 
Areas  Avas  236,053,  an  increase  of  28,422  on  the  1931  Census  figure. 
These  figures  are  detailed  in  the  Table  beloAA'. 

The  Registrar  General  has  estimated  the  population  of  the 
LandAA'ard  Area  and  Small  Burghs  to  middle  of  1951  as  237.116. 
This  figure  is  1,818  less  than  his  estimate  for  1950. 

CEitsus  Population,  1951  and  1931. 


Both 

Sexes, 

1951. 

Both 

Sexes, 

1931. 

Increa 

1 

Imrease. 

se  or  Decreeise, 
931-1951. 

! 

Ratio  of 
1951 
to 

1931 

Decrease.  (=pHt). 
I 

County  (LandAvard 

and  Small  Burghs) 

236,053 

207,631 

28,422 

— 

113-7 

Small  Burghs 

103,257 

86,029 

17.228 

— 

120-0 

LandAA'ard ; 

132,796 

121,602 

11,194 

— 

109-2 

Small  Burghs — 

Ardrossan 

8,799 

6,889 

1,910 

— 

127-7 

Cumnock  and 

Holmhead 

4,607 

3,653 

954 

— 

126-1 

Darvel 

3,237 

3,232 

5 

— 

100-2 

Galston 

4,560 

4.646 

— 

86 

98-1 

GirA’an 

5,990 

5,292 

698 

— 

113-2 

IrAune 

14,741 

12,032 

2,709 

— 

122-5 

IvilAA'inning 

6,553 

5,325 

1,228 

— 

123-1 

Largs 

8,60(5 

6,327 

2.279 

— 

136-0 

Maybole 

4,766 

4,212 

554 

— 

113-2 

NcAA  inilns  and 

Gn^enholm 

4,043 

3.979 

(>+ 

— 

101 -() 

PrestAA'ick 

11.386 

8.538 

2.848 

— 

133-4 

Saltcoats 

13,108 

10.252 

2,856 

— 

127-9 

SteAA'artoii 

2,800 

2,749 

51 

— 

101-9 

1 roon 

10,061 

8,903 

1,1.58 

— 

113-0 
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Births. — The  live  births  registered  after  correction  for  transfers 
were  4,177,  equivalent  to  a birth  rate  of  17-6  per  thousand  of 
population,  as  compared  with  18-5  in  the  preceding  year.  The 
rates  for  previous  years,  of  which  I have  record,  are  : — 


1916-20 — Average  Birth-rate...  ...  ...  ...  25-9 

1921-25  „ „ 221 

1926-30  „ „ 18-5 

1931-35  „ 18-6 

1936-40  „ 18-2 

1941-45  „ „ 18-1 

1946-50  ,,  „ 19-7 

1951  — Birth-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17-6 


during 


The  number  of  still-births  registered  after  correction  for  transfers 
the  year  was  89,  giving  a rate  of  21  per  thousand  total 
births.  The  number  of  still-births  registered,  for  a number  of  years 
past,  with  the  corresponding  rates  per  thousand  total  births  are  as 
follows  ; — 


Rate  ])er  Thousand 


Still-Births. 

Total  Births 

1941  -45 — Average 

153 

41 

1946-50—  „ 

130 

27 

1951  

89 

21 

The  details  a])plicable  to  individual  Burghs  are  given  in  Table  11. 


Deaths. — The  deaths  registered  after  correction  for  transfers 
were  2,889,  which  is  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  12-2,  as 
compared  with  11-2  in  19,50.  The  following  are  the  figures  so  far 
as  they  are  available  for  preceding  years  : — 


1916-20 — Average  Death-rate  ...  ...  ...  14-6 

1921-25  „ „ 11-5 

1926-30  „ „ 11-2 

1931-35  „ „ 12-5 

1936-40  „ „ 12-8 

1941-45  „ ,.  12-1 

1946-50  „ ,,  11 -.‘1 

1951  — Death-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  12-2 


Tables  I.,  II.  and  III.  show  the  mortality  in  the  County  Area 
and  Burghs  during  the  year,  and  Table  gives  similar  figures 
of  deaths  at  different  ages  with  the  percentages  of  the  total  deaths- 
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Infantile  Mortality. — The  number  of  infants  under  one  year  who 
died  during  the  year  was  154,  equivalent  to  an  infantile  mortality 
rate  of  37,  as  compared  with  36  during  the  preceding  year.  The 
following  are  the  figures  for  previous  years  so  far  as  they  are 
available  : — 


1916-20 — Average  Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

1921-25 

1926-30 

1931-35 

1936-40 

1941-45 

1946-50 

1951  ,, 


94 

89 

74 

73 

71 

63 

39 

37 


Of  the  total  deaths,  69  (45  per  cent.)  occurred  diuuig  the 
first  week  of  life  and  85  (55  per  cent.)  wfithin  the  first  four  weeks. 

The  main  causes  of  death  were  congenital  malformations, 
18  (12  per  cent.)  ; pneumonia,  37  (24  per  cent.)  ; injury  at  birth 
22  (14  per  cent.)  ; diarrhoea,  11  (7  per  cent.)  ; and  other  diseases 
peculiar  to  early  infancy,  38  (25  per  cent.). 

Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases. — The  deaths  which  occuntM 
from  the  ordinary  infectious  diseases  were  whooping  cough,  7 ; 
cerebro-spinal  fever,  1 ; acute  poliomyelitis,  2. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculous  Diseases. — The  deaths  from  respiratory 
and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  were  54  and  14  respectively,  giving 
a death-rate  of  0-23  and  0-06.  The  corresponding  figures  for  the 
previous  year  were  deaths  45  and  9,  and  deatli -rates  0’19  and  0-04. 


The  following  are  the  average  deaths-rates  so  far  as  the}'  are 


available  : — 

Respiratory 

Tuberculosis. 

Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis. 

Total 

1916-20 

•79 

•44 

1-23 

1921-25 

•52 

•28 

•80 

1926-30 

•45 

•24 

•69 

1931-35 

•38 

•19 

•57 

1936-40 

•36 

•13 

•49 

1941-45 

•37 

•17 

•54 

1946-50 

•33 

•09 

•42 

1951 

•23 

•06 

•29 
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Deaths  from  Pneumonia. — There  were  92  deaths  from  pneumonia, 
equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  0-39.  During  the  previous  year  the 
deaths  were  77,  equal  to  a death-rate  of  0-32.  The  follovdng  are 
the  average  death-rates  fi-om  pneumonia  since  1931  : — 


1931-35  (Average)  ... 

•67 

1946-50  (Average)  ... 

•34 

1936-40  (Average)  ... 

•63 

1951 

•39 

1941-45  (Average)  ... 

•46 

Deaths  from  other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System. — There 
were  134  deaths  recorded  from  this  group  of  diseases,  wliich  includes 
all  the  diseases  of  the  organs  of  respiration  except  pneumonia, 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  membranous  croup.  These  figures 
are  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  0 o7,  as  compared  with  a rate  of 
0-41  for  the  previous  year. 


Deaths  from  Influenza. — The  deaths  due  to  influenza  numbered 
4.5,  giving  a death-rate  of  0-19.  During  1950  the  deaths  were  24 
and  the  death-rate  UTO.  The  following  are  the  average  death-rates 
from  influenza  since  1931  : — 

1931-35  (Average)  ...  0-48  1946-50  (Average)  ...  0 08 

1936-40  (Average)  ...  0-28  1951  0 19 

1941-45  (Average)  ...  0-08 

Deaths  from  Cancer. — The  deaths  from  cancer  were  397,  which 
is  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  1-67,  as  compared  with  1-66  in 
the  previous  year. 


The  following  are  the  average  death-rates  from  cancer  for  a 
number  of  years  : — 

1931-35  1-28  1946-50  1 -63 

19.36-40  1-48  1951  1-67 

1941-45  1-.58 

Deaths  from  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System. — This  group  of 
diseases,  which  includes  such  cau.ses  as  cerebral  haemorrhage, 
apoplexy,  etc.,  accounted  for  469  of  the  deaths  occurring  in  the 
area,  being  a death-rate  of  1-98,  as  against  1-90  in  the  preceding 
year. 


Deaths  from  Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System. — The  deaths 
were  122,  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  0-52,  as  compared  with 
0-41  in  the  preceding  year. 
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Deaths  from  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System. — The  number 
of  deaths  ascribed  to  diseases  of  the  heart  and  other  organs  of 
circidation  was  1,088,  giving  a death-rate  of  4-.59,  as  compareci  with 
4-01  in  the  previous  year. 

Deaths  from  Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Pregnancy  and  Parturition. 

— The  maternal  mortality  rate  in  19.51  was  0-70  per  thousand 
births,  which  compares  with  IT  for  Scotland  as  a whole  during  that 
year.  The  average  maternal  mortality  rates  for  the  County  during 
the  period  1931  to  1951  were  as  follows  : — 

1931-35  (Average)...  6-2  1946-50  (Average)  ...  1-4 

1936-40  (Average)  ...  4-7  1951 0-7 

1941-45  (Average)  ...  2-4 


II.— LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  FUNCTIONS. 

1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Yoimg  Children. 

{a)  Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers. — The  provision  of  guidance  and 
help  to  unmarried  mothers,  on  the  lines  indicated  in  preceding 
Annual  Reports,  was  continued  during  the  year.  Assistance  was 
extended  to  125  girls  by  the  Welfare  Visitor,  who  paid,  in  all. 
253  visits  to  their  homes. 

The  nature  of  the  help  given  can  bo  seen  from  the  following 
figures.  Several  cases  fall  under  more  than  one  category  : — 

A’o.  of 
Instances. 

(1)  Advice  in  obtaining  decree  of  affiliation  and 

aliment  against  the  father  of  the  child  ...  48 

(2)  Advice  regarding  legal  adoption  ...  ...  32 

(3)  Help  in  finding  suitable  accommodation  for 

the  child  where  it  >vas  m'cessary  for  the 
mother  to  work  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

(4)  Advice  regarding  entitlement  and  help  in 

obtaining  allowances  from  tlie  Ministry  of 
National  Insurance,  National  Assistance 
Board,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

(5)  Help  in  finding  suitable  employment  ...  ...  11 

(6)  General  advice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 
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During  the  year  29  children  were  admitted  to  Irvine  Residential 
Nursery  and  there  were  28  discharges.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
the  number  of  children  in  the  Nursery  was  26. 

(6)  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics. — The  number  of  clinics 
was  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year.  A list  of  these  is  given  in 
Appendix  XI. 


The  following  are  the  figures  relating  to  Ante -Natal  Clinics  as 
shown  in  the  form  of  Return  required  by  the  Department  of 


Health  : — 

Ante- 

Post- 

Natal. 

Natal 

(i)  Number  of  Clinics  at  end  of  the  year 
provided  by  the  Local  Health 
Authority  ... 

— 9 



(ii)  Number  of  Clinics  at  end  of  year 
provided  by  Voluntary  Bodies  ... 

None 

None 

(iii)  Nmnber  of  Women  who  attended 
at  Clinics  during  the  year 

1,225 

313 

(c)  Child  Welfare  Clinics. — About  mid-year  a complete  review 
was  made  of  the  child  welfare  clinic  facilities  then  available,  with  the 
object  of  giving  a more  comprehensive  service.  As  a result  changes 
were  made  in  the  times  and  frequencies  of  clinic  sessions  in  all  but 
a few  areas.  The  general  effect  was  that  the  number  of  clinic 
sessions  held  each  month  was  doubled,  and  now  clinics  were  started 
at  Coylton  and  Rankinston,  both  being  held  twice  monthly. 

A list  of  child  welfare  clinics  (as  at  the  end  of  the  year)  is  shown 
in  Appendix  XI. 

Clinic  premises  continue  to  bo  used  for  Hospital  Board  purposes. 
The  E.N.T.  Specialist  conducts  clinics  at  Cumnock  and  Largs  ; 
the  Orthopaedic  Specialist  at  Ayr,  Cumnock,  Kilwinning,  Girvan 
and  Largs  ; the  Pac*diatrician  at  Cumnock  ; the  Orthodontic 
Specialist  at  Ayr  ; and  the  Orthoptists  at  Ayr  and  Saltcoats. 

The  Ministry  of  National  Insurance  had  the  use  of  the  Clinic 
at  Ayr,  but  their  lets  were  discontinued  in  August,  19.'52. 


The  Clinic  premises  at  Dairy  besides  being  used  by  the  County 
Council  and  Specialist  Medical  Staffs  are  also  used  by  the  General 
Practitioners  for  the  purposes  of  their  practices. 
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The  following  are  the  statistics  regarding  Child  Welfare  Clinics 
in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Department  of  Health  : — 


(i)  Number  of  Clinics  at  end  of  the  year  provided 

by  the  Local  Health  Authority  ...  ...  30 

(ii)  Number  of  Chnics  at  end  of  the  year  provided  by 

voluntary  bodies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(iii)  Number  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  who 

first  attended  at  the  Clinics  during  the  year 
and  who  on  the  date  of  their  first  attendance 
were — 

(а)  Under  one  year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  2,633 

(б)  Over  one  year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  1,403 

(iv)  Total  number  of  attendances  duriirg  the  year 

made  at  Clinics  by  children  who  at  the  end 
of  the  year  were — 


(а)  Under  one  year  of  age...  ...  ...35,594 

(б)  Over  one  year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  9,619 


(d)  Dental  Care. — The  proposals  approved  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  provide  for  the  appointment  of  four  dental  surgeons 
specially  for  the  care  of  the  teeth  of  mothers  and  j’^oung  children, 
along  with  the  provision  of  two  mobile  clinics.  In  Anew  of  the 
fact  that  it  has  not  been  possible  to  maintain  the  staff  for  deiital 
care  of  school  children,  no  stops  were  taken  to  advertise  for 
dentists  for  this  piu-pose. 


No  dental  treatment  under  this  section  was  given  during  the  year_ 


(e)  Mother  and  Baby  Homes. — No  such  homes  are  pro\*ided 
either  by  the  health  authority  or  by  voluntary  organisations. 


(/)  Day  Nurseries. — No  day  nurseries  are  provided  by  (i)  the 
local  health  authority,  (ii)  voluntary  bodies,  or  (iii)  firms  of 
manufacturers. 
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(fir)  Residential  Nurseries  and  Children’s  Homes  provided  as  part 
of  Authority’s  arrangements  imder  Section  22  of  the  National  Health 
Service  (Scotland)  Act  — By  the  end  of  the  year  the  conversion  of 
Kilwinning  Hospital  as  a Niu’sery  was  nearing  completion. 

Because  of  the  difficidty  in  obtaining  senior  nursing  staff  the 
average  number  of  places  at  Irvine  Residential  Nursery  was 
restricted  to  26.  Its  primary  pinpose  is  the  accommodation  of 
infants  and  young  children  of  unmarried  mothers  who  require  to 
work  to  maintain  themselves  and  their  children. 


Name  and 
Address  of 

Whether 
Long  Stay 

Number  of  Beds  provided 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Nursery 
or  Home. 

or 

Short  Stay. 

Age  0-2 

Age  2-5 

Others. 

(i)  Maintained  by 
Local  Health 
Authority  ... 

Residential 

Nursery, 

Irvine. 

Long  Stay. 

20 

15 

(ii)  Maintained  by 
Voluntary 
Organisation 

None 

— 

— 

— ' 

2.  Midwifery. 

The  following  are  the  statistics  regarding  midwifery  in  the  form 
prescribed  by  the  Department  of  Health  : — 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  births  occurring  in  the  area  during  year 

— that  is  before  correction  for  mother’s  residence — 

Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  3,875 

StiU-Births  ...  ...  ...  100 

Total  ...  3,975 

(6)  Total  number  notified  to  Medical  Officer  of 

Health  3,943 

(ii)  Total  number  of  births  in  (i)  {a)  occun-ing  in 

institutions  (including  j)rivato  maternity 
homes)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,731 

(iii)  Total  number  of  births  in  (i)  (a)  occurring  at  home 

Live  1,189 

Still  23 


Total 


1,212 
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(iv)  Number  of  births  in  (iii)  classified  to  show 
nature  of  attendance  at  birth  : — 


Cases  dealt  with  under 
Section  23  (2)  of  the 
National  Health  Service 
{Scotland)  Act,  1947. 

Other  Domiciliary 
Cases. 

(1) 

Doctor 
engaged 
and 
present 
at  con- 
finement 
(2) 

Doctor 
engaged 
and  not 
present 
at  con- 
finement 

(3) 

Midwife 

alone 

{no 

Doctor 

engaged) 

(4) 

Doctor 

engaged. 

(5) 

Midwife 

alone 

{no 

Doctor 

engaged) 

(6) 

Without 

Doctor 

or 

Midwife 

(7) 

Total 

(8) 

(a)  Midwives  em- 
ployed by  the 
Authority  (in- 
cluding those 
engaged  on  a 
fee  - per  - case 
basis)  

373 

830 

1 

1204 

(b)  Midwives  em- 
ployed by 

Voluntary 
Organisations 

(c)  Midwives  em- 
ployed by 

Hospital 
Boards  of 
Management. . 

(d)  Private  Practis- 
ing Midwives 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

8 

{e)  Totals  

373 

830 

1 

4 

4 

— 

1212 

Total  Number  of  Visits  Paid  by  Midwives 
(during  the  lying-in  period) — 19,884. 

(v)  Medical  Aid — 

(a)  No.  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned 
during  the  year  under  Section  22  (1)  of  the 
Mid  wives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915,  by  a Midwife  : — 

T olal. 

(i)  For  Domiciliary  Cases  ...  2 

(ii)  For  Institutional  Cases  ...  Nil 
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{b)  No.  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was 
summoned  during  the  year  for  cases 
where  the  medical  practitioner  had 
agreed  to  provide  maternity  medical 
services  under  the  National  Health 
Ser\dce  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

(vi)  Administration  of  Analgesics. 

(a)  No.  of  domiciliary  midwives  in  practice  in  the 

area  quahfied  to  administer  gas  and  air 
analgesia  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  for  Scotland — 

(i)  No.  in  (a)  employed  on  local 

Health  Authority  work  ...  67 

(ii)  No.  in  (a)  not  employed  on 

local  Health  Authority 
work  ...  ...  ...  — 

67 

(b)  No.  of  Domiciliary  midwives  who  received 

their  training  during  the  year...  ...  Nil 

(c)  No.  of  sots  of  Apparatus  for  the 

administration  of  gas  and  air  in  use 
at  31st  December,  1951 — 

(i)  No.  in  (c)  in  use  by  Domiciliary 

Mid  wives  employed  on  local 
Health  Authority  work 
(including  those  in  use  by 
Hospital  Midwives  under- 
taking domiciliary  cases)  34 

(ii)  No.  in  (c)  in  use  by  Domiciliary 

Midwives  not  employed  on 
local  Health  Authority 
work  ...  ...  ...  — 

- 34 

(d)  No.  of  sots  on  order  at  31st  December,  1951  Nil 

(e)  No.  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  was 

administered  by  midwives  in  Domiciliary 
practice  during  the  year  (including 
cases  attended  by  Hospital  midwives 
undertaking  Domiciliary  cases)  ...  444 


2 
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(/)  No.  of  cases  in  which  Pethidine  was 
administered  by  midwives  in  Domiciliary 
practice  during  the  year  (including 
cases  attended  by  Hospital  mid-sHves 
undertaldirg  Domiciliary  cases) 

(vii)  No.  of  cars  in  use  by  midwives  at  31st  December, 
1950  


485 

38 


3.  Health  Visiting. 

The  following  are  the  number  of  visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors 
during  the  year,  this  information  being  given  in  the  model  form 
prescribed  by  the  Department  of  Health  : — 

Number  visited  for 
first  time,  excluding 
cases  visited  during 
the  previous  year  and 
cases  Icnoum  to  have 
previously  been  visited  Total 
in  another  area.  Visits. 

Local  Health  Authority  Services — 

Expectant  Mothers — — 

Infants  4,193  36,997 

Children  (1-5  Years)  ...  4,808  46,889 

Other  Cases 5,113  5,964 


4.  Home  Nursing 

The  implementation  of  the  proposals,  approved  by  the  Secretary 
of  State,  to  increase  the  number  of  District  Nursing  Sisters  to 
112  is  governed  largely  by  the  rate  at  which  houses  can  bo  provided 
for  the  Nurses.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  position  with  regard 
to  the  building  of  houses  for  Nurses  was  as  follows  : — 

Date  of  Approval 
by  Department  of 

Health.  Progress. 

Dalmellington . . . May,  1949.  Sit 3 obtained.  “ Sketch  plan 


stage.” 

Auchinlock May,  1949.  Under  construction. 

Hurlford May,  1949.  Under  construction. 

Dreghorn May,  1949.  Under  construction. 

Drongan August,  1950.  Under  construction. 

Ballantrae August,  1950.  Site  negotiations  in  progress. 

Stewarton August,  1950.  Site  being  prepared. 

Dah’ymple August,  1950.  Under  construction. 

Largs August,  1950.  Site  negotiations  in  progress. 

Colmonell March,  1951.  House  acquired  at  PinwhelT3^ 

Dailly March,  1951.  Under  construction. 

Ncwmilm; July,  1951.  Site  negotiations  in  progress. 
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A house  was  acquired  at  Pinwherry  for  the  Colmonell  and 
Barrhill  area.  At  Stevonston,  after  consultations  between  the 
County  Council  and  the  Stevenston  War  Memorial  Institute,  it  was 
decided  that  Nurse  should  continue  to  reside  in  the  house  presently 
being  provided  by  the  Institute. 


The  following  are  particulars  of  the  Home  Nursing  work  caiTied 
out  under  arrangements  made  by  the  Local  Health  Authority 
under  Section  25  of  the  National  HeaLh  Service  (Scotland)  Act, 
1947,  during  the  year  : — 

(i)  Number  of  cases  attended  by  Home  Nurses  ...  8,672 

(ii)  Number  of  visits  paid  by  Nurses  to  these  cases  ...  135,505 


5 Home  Helps  Scheme. 

The  CounciFs  Home  Help  Scheme  has  been  operating  throughout 
the  County  since  the  begiiming  of  October,  1949.  Prior  to  that  date 
a pilot  scheme  had  been  in  existence  from  October,  1947,  for 
Ardrossan  and  Saltcoats  area  only.  The  following  figures  of 
households  supplied  with  Home  Helps  give  an  indication  of  the 
rapid  expansion  of  the  Scheme  : — 


Year. 

1947  (last  three  months) 

1948  

1949  

1950  

1951  


No.  of  Applications 
Oranted. 

7 

17 

85 

388 

524 


At  31st  December,  1951,  the  number  of  Homo  Helps  working 
was  173,  and  the  number  of  families  served  192.  A Table  showing 
th3  ar3a  in  which  these  families  lived  and  the  duration  of  help 
given  is  appended. 


Many  of  the  requests  for  help  were  notified  by  Medical 
Practitioners  or  by  the  Almonjrs  of  local  Hospitals  ; wher3, 
however,  application  was  made  by  the  patient  direct,  the 
furnishing  of  a medical  certificate  was  made  a condition  of 
receiving  help. 
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On  average  the  period  of  assistance  given  was  17  weeks  ; but 
it  vdll  be  noted  from  the  accompanjdng  Table  that  th3  duration  of 
help  to  61  cases  exceeded  one  year.  In  the  majority  of  these 
instances  the  household  consisted  either  of  an  aged  couple  or  of 
an  aged  widow  or  spinster,  who  had  no  relatives  available  to  assist, 
and  who  were  entirely  dependent  on  the  services  of  Home  Help  ; 
though  in  a number  of  cases  neighbours  did  lend  some  assistance. 

In  many  of  the  cases  referred  to,  the  patients  were  entirdy 
confined  to  bed  ; or,  if  not  bedridden,  were  in  such  poor  health 
that  they  could  not  cope  with  the  heavier  part  of  the  household 
duties.  Although  not  the  intention  of  the  Scheme  that  Home 
Help  would  bo  given  indefinitely,  it  was  found  n;cessary  to  give 
extended  assistance  to  these  cases. 

The  number  of  confinements,  for  which  the  services  of  Hom3 
Helps  were  given  during  1952,  was  70. 

Whore  the  income  of  the  householders  permits,  a charge  is 
made  to  cover  the  Council’s  outlay,  plus  a 5%  administrative 
charge.  The  householder  may,  however,  declare  his  full  income, 
supported  by  wages  certificates,  and  pay  a proportion  only  of  the 
Council’s  outlay  according  to  a fixed  scale.  The  minimum  charge 
for  assistance  is  5/-  per  week. 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE.— CASES  DEALT  WITH  DURING  1951  AND  DURATION  OF  CASES  RECEIVING  HOME  HELP  AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1951. 
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6.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

{a)  Vaccination. — Details  of  vaccinations  notific>d  during  the 
year  are  as  follow  : — 


Primary 

Vaccinations. 

Ee- 

Vaccinaiions. 

(1)  Typical  Vaccinia  greatest  at  7th 
to  10th  Day 

1843 

303 

(2)  Accelerated  (Vaccinoid)  Reaction 
(5th  to  7th  Day)  ... 

33 

83 

(3)  Reaction  greatest  at  2nd  to  3rd 
Day 

14 

234 

(4)  No  Local  Reaction 

94 

45 

1984 

665 

Of  tho  1,984  persons  who  received  primary  vaccination.  957 
wore  children  born  in  1951,  and  810  were  children  born  in  1950. 

In  addition  to  tho  above  figure  of  vaccination,  57  cards  were 
raceived  insufficiently  completed  to  permit  classification  over  the 
headings  shoAvm. 


(6)  Diphtheria  Immimisation. 

Tho  following  figures  of  diphtheria  immunisation  during  1951 
are  based  on  records  received  from  tho  whol 3-time  medical  staff 
and  from  private  jjractitioners  : — 


New 

Maintenance 

Inoculations. 

Inoculations. 

Pre-School  Children 

3,819 

— 

School  Children 

{>88 

4,531 

Totals  

4,807 

4,531 
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(c)  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation. — For  a number  of  years  material 
for  immunising  children  against  whooping  cough  has  been  supplied 
free  of  charge  to  private  practitioners,  and  a fee  of  two  shillings 
and  sixpence  per  injection  has  been  paid  in  respect  of  children 
inoculated  dming  their  first  year.  The  following  is  a summary  of 
completed  cards  received  during  1951  : — 


Year  of  Birth. 

Number  of  Children. 

1951  

73 

1950  

494 

1949  

175 

1948  

70 

1947  

60 

1946  

53 

1945  

16 

1944  

17 

1943  

13 

1942  

3 

1941  

4 

Prior 

3 

Total  

981 

1.  Prevention  o£  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care  with  Special  Reference 

to  Tuberculosis. 


There  were  notified  197  cases  as  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and 
55  as  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Excluding  cases  temporarily 
re.sident  in  the  area  and  cases  not  confirmed,  the  new  cases 
belonging  to  the  area  who  came  under  notice  during  the  year  were 
194  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  51  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

The  detailed  report  required  by  the  Department  of  Health  is 
shown  in  Table  X. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — Of  the  194  new  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  84  were  males  and  110  were  females.  87  per  cent.  (168) 
of  these  cases  received  institutional  treatment  during  the  year. 

Including  cases  notified  in  previous  years,  270  patients  were 
admitted  to  Hospitals  and  Homes  during  1951  as  follows  : — 

Ayrshire  Central  Hospital  and  Glenafton  Sanatorium  155 


St.  Andrew’s  Home,  Millport  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Heathfield  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Glenafton  Sanatorium  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Meamskirk  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Robroyston  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Kaimshill  Children’s  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  •••  -9 


270 
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There  were  54  deaths,  of  which  17  (31  per  cent.)  occurred  in 
institutions. 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — The  51  new'  ca.ses  of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  are  classified  as  follow^s  according  to  the 
localisation  of  the  disease  : — 

No.  of 
Cases. 


Superficial  Lymphatic  Glands  ...  ...  ...  8 

Abdomen  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Bones  and  Joints  (excluding  Spine)  ...  ...  6 

Spine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Skm  and  Subcutaneous  Tissue  ...  ...  ...  1 

Meninges  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Genito -Urinary  Organs  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  Parts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Including  cases  notified  in  previous  years  39  patients  were 
admitted  to  Hospitals  and  Homes  during  1951  as  follows  : — 

Ayrshire  Central  Hospital  and  Glenafton  Sanatorium  17 
St.  Andi'ow’s  Homo  (including  one  unconfirmtHi  case)  9 

Kaimshill  Hospital  (including  one  unconfirmwl  castj  3 

Mearnskirk  (including  two  unconfirmed  cases)  ...  6 

Robroyston  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Stonehouse  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Victoria  Infirmary  Auxiliary  Hospital  ...  ...  1 
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There  were  14  deaths,  of  which  0 (43  per  cent.)  occurred  in 
institutions. 

Pour  Tuberculosis  Nurses,  a Welfare  Oflicer  and  a Clerkess 
arc  engaged  in  the  Council’s  preventive  care  and  after-care  service. 
Although  on  the  staff  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  they  are 
centred  at  the  Area  Chest  Clinics  and  work  under  the  direct 
supervision  of  Dr.  Boyd,  Chest  Physician,  with  w4iom  a close 
liaison  is  maintained. 

Dr.  Boyd  states  that  the  total  number  of  beds  provided  for 
adults  in  Ayrshire,  including  the  two  large  Burghs,  is  288  (150  for 
females  and  132  for  males),  and  that  there  are  32  beds  for  children 
suffering  from  primary  infections.  At  no  time  during  the  year 
has  the  waiting-list  given  ris(^  to  concern. 


The  numbers  of  contacts  examined  and  treated  with  B.C.G. 
by  the  Chest  Physician  were  : — 

Children— 

Number  tested 
Number  Mantoux  positive 
Number  Mantoux  negative 
Number  X-rayed 
Number  given  B.C.G. 

Mantoux  Conversion 
Awaiting  to  be  tested  for  Conversion 
Vaccinated  in  previous  year  and  converted  in  1951 


Adults — 

Number  examined  (X-rayed  only)  ...  ...  ...  700 

Radiological  Examination  of  1,295  Contacts— 

Number  showing  healed  primary  ...  ...  ...  174 

Number  showing  active  primary  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  sutfering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  ...  22 

Number  shoAving  probable  healed  disease  ...  ...  32 

X-ray  of  chest  clear  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,050 

Other  abnormality  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Mass  Radiography. — The  Regional  Hospital  Board’s  Mass 
Radiography  Unit  visited  Catrine  from  8th  to  12th  January,  1951, 
when  1,170  adults  and  school-children  wore  examined.  Of  this 
group  34  were  recalled  for  further  examination,  and  5 persons  were 
found  to  have  active  lesions  and  2 persons  inactive  lesions. 

An  instance  occurred  where  a school  teacher  was  found  to  be 
suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  admitted  to  hospital. 
It  was  considered  necessary  to  examine  her  class.  Of  the  pupils 
in  the  class  29  were  examined  with  the  parents’  consent.  There 
were  two  absentees,  however,  when  the  investigation  was  begun. 
The  tost  consisted  of  the  application  of  graded  strengths  of  tuberculin 
being  applicrd  to  the  skin.  Of  the  27  children  tested,  13  gave  a 
negative  response,  and  it  could  therefore  be  presumed  that  they 
had  not  been  infected  with  tubcrcidosis  at  any  time.  The  14 
positive  reactors  were  subsequently  X-raycM  and  of  these  3 were 
thought  to  have  acquired  a primary  tuberculous  lesion  of  fairly 
recent  origin,  though  the  Chest  Physician  considered  that  they 
were  not  likely  to  be  infectious.  These  3 children  have  received 
further  clinical  and  X-ray  examinations  and  are  being  allowe  d to 
continue  at  school  while  remaining  under  observation. 

Domiciliary  Treatment. — Cases  suitable  for  treatment  at  borne 
or  awaiting  arlmission  to  hospital  were  visited  by  the  Tubcu'ciilosis 
Nurses,  Avho  paid  4,110  visits  to  209  eases. 


539 

215 

324 

595 

238 

192 

46 

87 
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In  addition  to  hospital  visits  the  Welfare  Officer  j)aid  511  home 
visits  and  dealt  with  446  persons  who  called  for  advice  ; 382  cases 
were  referred  to  the  National  Assistance  Board  ; 117  to  the  Ministry 
of  National  Insurance,  and  116  to  voluntary  organisations. 

Supply  of  Milk. — The  number  of  free  milk  vouchers  issued  was 
859  covering  some  19,500  gallons  of  milk  at  an  approximate  cost 
of  £3,900. 

Bed  and  Bedding. — Complete  outfits  of  bedstead  and  bedding 
were  issued  on  loan  to  nine  patients  ; twenty-one  patients  vere 
granted  articles  of  bedding  only. 


On 

Loan  at 
31/12/50. 

Issued 

1951. 

With- 

drawn 

1951. 

ir  ritien 

off. 

Remaining 
on  Loan  at 
31/12/51. 

Bedsteads 

8 

12 

1 

2 

17 

Mattresses 

8 

10 

1 

1 

16 

Blankets 

45 

81 

6 

3 

117 

Sheets 

58 

80 

5 

4 

129 

Pillows 

23 

24 

— 

2 

45 

Pillow  Cases 

43 

48 

4 

4 

83 

Housing. — Many  Housing  Authorities  mthin  the  County  made 
an  effort  to  re-house  patients  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
of  a communicable  type.  This  preventive  measure  greatly 
minimises  the  spread  of  infection  to  other  members  of  tbe  family. 

During  the  year  houses  were  allocated  as  follows  : — 


Landv^ard  Area 

...  21 

I^args 

3 

Ardrossan 

...  12 

Maybole 

10 

Cumnock 

4 

Newnilns 

— 

Darvel  ... 

1 

Prestwick 

2 

Galston 

1 

Saltcoats 

9 

Girvan  ... 

— 

Stewarton 

1 

Irvine  ... 
Kilwinning 

...  3 

Troon  ... 

4 

8.  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

No  major  outbreak  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  occurred, 
and  closure  of  schools  or  classes  of  schools  had  not  to  be  considered. 
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(a)  Diseases  notifiable  under  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification) 
Act,  1889 

Smallpox  and  Cholera. — No  case  occurred  of  either  disease. 

Diphtheria  (including  Membraneous  Croup). — One  non-fatal 
case  occurred  during  the  year.  The  patient  had  been  immunised 
in  October,  1947. 


The  follo^ving  are  the  cases  and  deaths  since  1930 


Cases. 

Deaths. 

1930-34  

2,190 

88 

1935-39  

3,004 

179 

1940-44  

2,237 

64 

1945-49  

531 

12 

1950  

1 

— 

1951  

1 

— 

Erysipelas. — The  number  of  cases  was  41,  as  compared  with 

53  in  19,50.  There  were 

no  deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There 

were  .368  cases,  compared 

with  341 

in  the  previous  year.  This  was  the  seventh  year  in  succession  in 

which  there  were  no  deaths  from  scarlet  fever. 

Typhus  Fever. — No  ca,se  was  reported. 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Typhoid  Fever). — Six  cases 

of  para- 

ty])hoid  “ B ” fever  were 

notified  during  the  year  : — 

.4rea. 

Date.  Sex. 

Age. 

Dalmellington 

12/  4/51  Male 

17  years. 

Cumnock 

18  years. 

Dundonald 

17/7/51  Female. 

22  years. 

Beith 

20  years. 

Beith 

27/11/51  Female. 

15  years. 

Cumnock 

28/11/51  Female. 

24  years. 

Relapsing  and  Continued  Fevers. — No  ca.ses  occurred. 

Puerperal  Sepsis. — One 

case  was  notified.  The  patient  recovered. 

The  following  are  the  cases  and  deaths  since  1930  : — 

Total  Cases.  Total  Deaths. 

1930-34 

100 

39 

1935-39 

56 

25 

1940-44 

73 

26 

1945-49 

44 

1 

1950  

2 

1 

1951  

1 

— 
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(6)  Diseases  notifiable  in  terms  of  Regulations  of  the  Department 
of  Health  : — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — Four  non-fatal  cases  were  notified.  This 
compares  with  2 in  1950,  1 in  1949,  1 in  1948,  and  11  in  1947, 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. — Eleven  cases  occurred,  one  of  them  being 
fatal.  Those  figures  compare  with  fifteen  cases  and  one  death 
during  the  previous  year. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — No  case  occurred  of  this  rare  disease. 
The  last  case  notified  was  in  1934. 

Dysentery. — Ninety-six  cases  of  Bacillary  Dysentery  occurred^ 
in  the  County  during  1951.  This  compares  with  63  cases  in  the 
previous  year. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — During  the  year  one  case  occurrod. 
There  was  no  loss  of  vision. 

Acute  Influenzal  and  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia. — The  numbers 
of  cases  were  of  the  former  26  and  of  the  latter  464.  During  the 
previous  year  the  numbers  were  17  and  372  respectively. 

Malaria. — Two  cases  were  reported. 

Infective  Jaundice  and  Plague. — Neither  of  these  diseases 
occurred. 

Tuberculosis. — Particulars  are  given  under  the  previous  heading. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis, — During  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1951,  there  were  eleven  confirmed  eases  of  Acute  Anterior 


Poliomyelitis  with  Paralysis, 

including  one  death.  The  degree 

of  severity  in  these  cases  was 

as  follows  : — 

On  Leav'mq 

At  Maximum . I.D.  Hospital. 

Slight... 

— 3 

Moderate 

8 5 

Severe 

3 2 

In  addition  to  these  tliere  were  20  cases  diagnosed  on 
Bact(u-iological  and  (dinical  findings  as  Acute  Poliomyelitis 
without  paralysis. 

A flirt  lier  13  cases  were  notified  as  Acute  Poliomyelitis,  but 
proved,  on  further  investigation,  to  be  suffering  from  other  illnessi's. 
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Record  of  Paralytic  Poliomyelitis  in  1951. 

(1)  Number  of  Confirmed  Cases  of  Poliomyelitis  ...  11 


(2)  Sex  ...  ...  ...  ...  Males,  6 ; Females,  5 


(3)  Places  of  Residence  : — 


Springside 

Auchinleck 

Cumnock 

Gatehead 


2 Annbank 

2 Craigie  . . . 

1 Troon  ... 

1 Prestwick 


2 


1 

1 

1 


(4)  Age  Groups  : — 


Under 

1 

1-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45 

-f 

Male . . . 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Female 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

(5)  Social  Environment ; — 


No.  of  Apartments. 

No.  of  Occupants. 

Sanitary  Condition. 

Four 

Eight 

Good 

Four 

Six 

Good 

Four 

Ton 

Good 

Four 

Eleven 

Fair 

Nine 

Nino 

Good 

Two 

Three 

Good 

Four 

Thnso 

Good 

Four 

Five 

Good 

Five 

Nine 

Good 

Two 

Five 

Good 

Six 

Four 

Good 
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Sanitary  Condition  in  Houses  of  Cases  : — 

Good,  10  ; Fair,  1 ; Bad,  0. 

(6)  Dates  of  Onset  of  Illness,  Paralysis  and  Admission  to  Hospital — 


Week  Ending. 

Onset  of 
Illness. 

Paralysis. 

Admission 
to  Hosjntal. 

23rd  December,  1950 

1 

— 

— 

30th  December,  1950 

— 

— 

1 

6th  January,  1951 

— 

1 

— 

13th  January,  1951 

— 

— 

— 

20th  January,  1951 

— - 

— 

— 

26th  May,  1951 

1 

— 

— 

2nd  June,  1951 

— 

1 

1 

9th  June,  1951 

— 

— 

30th  June,  1951 

— 

— 

7th  July,  1951 

1 

— 

1 

14th  July,  1951 

1 

— 

21st  July,  1951 

— 

2 

— 

28th  July,  1951 

— 

— 

— 

4th  August,  1951 

— 

— 

1 

8th  September,  1951 

2 

— 



15th  September,  1951 

1 

3 

3 

22nd  September,  1951 

1 

— 

1 

29th  September,  1951 

— 

1 

— 

20th  October,  1951 

1 

1 

— 

27th  October,  1951 

— 

— 

1 

3rd  November,  1951 

— 

— 

— 

10th  November,  1951 

— 

— 

— 

17th  November,  1951 

1 

— 

— 

24th  November,  1951 

— 

1 

1 

1st  December,  1951 

1 

— 

— 

8th  December,  1951 

— 

1 

1 

(7)  Time  in  I.D.  Hospital : — 


6 Days. 

34  Days. 

1 Day. 

31  Days. 

135  Days. 

72  Days. 

14  Days. 

128  Days. 

21  Days. 

43  Days. 

20  Days. 
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(S)  Number  of  Deaths  from  Acute  Poliomyelitis 


Males,  0 ; Females,  1. 

(9)  Degrees  of  Paralysis  ; — 


Slight. 

Moderate. 

Severe. 

At  On  Leaving 

Maximum.  Hospital. 

1 

A. 

Maximum 

On  Leaving 
Hospital. 

At 

Maximum 

On  Leaving 
Hospital. 

— 3 

8 

5 

3 

2 

Location  of  Lesions  (a)  at  Maximum. 


Cerebral. 

Bulbar. 

1 

Cervical.  Thoracic. 

Lumbar 

Sacral. 

Left.  Right. 

Left.  Right. 

Left. 

Right.  Left. 

Right. 

Left. 

Right. 

t 

1 2 

— — 

3 

1 

2 i 3 

I 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Location  of  Lesions  (6)  on  Leaving  Hospital. 


Cerebral. 

Bulbar. 

Cervical. 

Thoracic. 

Lumbar 

Sacral. 

Left. 

Right. 

Left.  Right. 

Left. 

Right. 

Left. 

Right. 

Left. 

Right. 

— 

1 

— — 

2 

1 

2 

2 

3 

4 

(10)  Occupations  of  Poliomyelitis  Cases  : — 

Pro-School  f'hilclren  ...  ...  ...  ...  ••• 

School  Children  ...  ...  ...  .••  •••  2 

Housewives  ...  ...  ...  .••  •••  ••• 

Coalminers  ...  ...  ...  ...  "...  ...  - 

II 


Total 


32 


(11)  Orthopaedic  Treatment  after  Leaving  I.D.  Hospital : — 

4 Cases  were  discharged  home.  Final  Diagnosis — 
Facial  Paresis. 

4 Cases  were  Transferred  to  Seafield  Orthopae<lic 
Hospital,  A}^’. 

1 Case  was  Transferred  to  Mearnskirk  Orthopaedic 

Hospital,  Newton-Mearns. 

1 Case  was  Transferred  to  Hairmyres  Orthopaedic 

Hospital,  East  Kilbride. 

1 Female,  aged  14  years  7 months,  died  in  Ayrsliire 
Central  Hospital,  Irvine. 

(12)  Final  Diagnosis  : — 

Poliomyelitis  with  Paralysis,  11. 


Record  of  Non-Paralytic  Poliomyelitis  in  1951. 

(1)  Number  of  Cases  of  Non-Paralytic  Poliomyelitis  ...  20 

(2)  Sex  : — 

Males,  15  ; Females,  5. 

(3)  Places  of  Residence  ; — 


Patna  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Troon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Now  Cumnock  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Prestwick  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Maybolo  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Mauchlino  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Irvine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Girvan  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Saltcoats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cumnock  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ardrossan  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ochiltree  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Newmilns  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Cronberry  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Largs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Maidens...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Total 


20 
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(4)  Age  Groups  : — 


Under 

45 

1 j 1-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-25 

25-35 

35-45 

-t- 

Male... 

2 1 

7 

2 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Female 

— ; 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

• — 

— 

(5)  Social  Environment : — 


No.  of  Apartments. 

No.  of  Occupants. 

Sanitary  Condition. 

Two 

Seven 

Bad 

Three 

Four 

Good 

Three 

Seven 

Fair 

Five 

Sixteen 

Fair 

Three 

Three 

Good 

Three 

Six 

Good 

Two 

Three 

Good 

Three 

Eleven 

Bad 

Two 

Four 

Good 

Four 

Four 

Good 

Four 

>Six 

Good 

Eight 

Five 

Good 

Four 

Six 

Good 

Three 

Six 

Good 

Six 

Six 

Good 

Four 

Six 

Good 

Three 

Six 

Good 

Two 

Nino 

Bad 

Two 

Three 

Fair 

Four 

Six 

Good 

Sanitary  Condition  in  Houses  : — 


2 


Good,  14  ; Fair,  3 ; Bad,  3. 
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(6)  Dates  of  Onset  of  Illness  and  Admission  to  I.D.  Hospital : — 


Week  Ejiding. 

Onset  of  Illness. 

Admission  to 
Hospital. 

17th  February,  1951 

1 

— 

24th  February,  1951 

— 

1 

3rd  March,  1951 

1 

1 

7th  April,  1951 

1 

1 

28th  April,  1951 

1 

1 

19th  May,  1951 

1 

1 

9th  Juno,  1951 

1 

1 

23rd  June,  1951 

1 

— 

30th  Juno,  1951 

1 

2 

7th  July,  1951 

1 

— 

14th  July,  1951 

— 

1 

28th  July,  1951 

3 

2 

4th  August,  1951 

2 

2 

11th  August,  1951 

— 

1 

18th  August,  1951 

2 

1 

25th  August,  1951 

— 

1 

8th  September,  1951 

1 

— 

22nd  September,  1951 

— 

1 

29th  September,  1951 

1 

1 

13th  October,  1951 

1 

— 

20th  October,  1951 

— 

1 

27th  October,  1951 

1 

1 

(7)  Occupations : — 

Pre-School  Childten  . . . 
School  Children 
Housewife 
Grocer’s  Vanman 
Coal  Miner 

Total 

(8)  Time  in  I.D.  Hospital : — 

43  Days. 

33  Days. 

25  Days. 

29  Days. 

24  Days. 

29  Days. 

20  Days. 

38  Days. 

25  Days. 

29  Days. 


4 

12 

1 

1 


27  Days. 
24  Days. 
29  Days. 

27  Days. 
26  Days. 

28  Days. 
37  Days. 
24  Days. 
39  Days. 
28  Days. 
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(9)  Final  Diagnosis  : — 

Poliomyelitis  Without  Paralysis,  20. 

9.  Mental  Health  Service. 

(а)  Lunacy  Cases. — The  authorised  officers,  appointed  as  approved 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  dealt  with  43  admissions  to  the  mental 
hospital  during  the  year. 

(б)  Mental  Patients  under  Guardianship. — Besides  being  visited 
at  least  twice  yearly  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  Authorised  Officer, 
boarded-out  Mental  Patients  are  visited  quarterly  by  Medical 
Officers  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Authority,  and  they  are,  moreover, 
periodically  visited  by  Medical  Commissioners  from  General  Board 
of  Control,  usually  once  annually. 

The  following  statistics,  provided  by  the  Covmty  Welfare  Officer, 
give  particulars  of  County  Mental  Patients  in  the  care  of  Private 
Guardians  at  31st  December,  1951  : — 


In  Private  Guardianship. 


With 

With 

ir^ere  Boarded. 

Relatives. 

Strangers. 

Totals. 

Mental  Defectives — 

Within  the  County  ... 

25 

1 

26 

Outwith  the  County 
In  care  of  Officers  of  the 

4 

10 

14 

Welfare  Home,  Ayr,  & the 
CHminghame  Home,  Irvine 

_ 

19 

19 

Certified  Lunatics — 

Within  the  County... 

5 

— 

5 

Outwith  the  County 

1 

1 

2 

Totals  at  31st  December,  1951 

35 

31 

66 

Totals  at  31st  December,  1950 

40 

32 

72 

10.  Work  done  under  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders’  Regulation  Act. 

One  licence  under  this  Act  was  granted  in  November,  1951. 
This  licence  was,  however,  surrendered  after  a period  of  thirteen 
weeks. 

m.— PORT  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION. 

Seaports. — No  special  problems  arose  in  connection  with  the 
aflministration  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Regulations  at  Ardrossan, 
Irvine  and  Troon.  None  of  the  three  seaports  is  approved  for 
the  issue  of  deratisation  certificates. 
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Airport. — At  Prestwick  Airport  the  work  of  Port  Medical  Officer 
and  Medical  Inspector  of  Aliens  was  carried  out  as  in  previous  years. 

During  1951,  2,591  aircraft  arrived  at  Prestwick  Airport, 
66  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  passengers  disembarked 
totalled  21,435  and  48,958  passengers  landed  in  transit  to  other 
places.  Compared  with  the  preceding  year  these  figures  show  a 
decrease  of  434  in  the  number  of  passengers  disembarked  and  an 
increase  of  1,405  in  the  number  of  passengers  in  transit. 


The  following  details  show  the  wide  area  from  which  air  traflhc 
comes  to  Prestwick  : — 


Number 

Number 

Passengers 

Disembarking. 

Pass'gers 

Aircraft. 

of 

Crew. 

British. 

Alien. 

in 

Transit. 

Regular  Services 
From — 

New  York,  U.S.A. 
B.O.A.C., 
K.L.M.,S.A.S., 
A.O.A 

951 

9,010 

3,316 

4,408 

17,370 

Montreal,  Canada 
B.O.A.C., 
T.C.A 

325 

2,543 

7,191 

836 

242 

Amsterdam, 
Holland — 
K.L.M 

421 

4,090 

1,812 

163 

11,988 

Stockholm, 
Sweden — 
S.A.S 

397 

3,758 

687 

1,233 

12,051 

Copenhagen, 
Denmark — 
S.A.S 

91 

669 

26 

80 

559 

Paris,  France — 
A.F 

12 

69 

20 

96 

Reykjavik, 
Iceland — I.  A... 

32 

227 

72 

151 

272 

Oslo,  Norway — 
S.A.S 

26 

175 

48 

259 

202 

Frankfurt, 
Germany — 
A.O.A 

83 

733 

79 

92 

2,565 

Curacao,  Dutch 
West  Indies — 
K.L.M 

93 

929 

165 

70 

2,777 
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Number 

Nu7nber 

Passengers 

Disembarking. 

Pass’gers 

. 

Aircraft. 

of 

Crew. 

British. 

Alien.  ! 

in 

Transit. 

Casual  Arrivals 
From — 

Dublin,  Eire... 

12 

53 

60 

i 

— 

Shannon,  Eire... 

4 

27 

40 

3 

— 

Brussels,  Belgium 

2 

9 

— 

3 

4 

Chateau  Roux, 

France 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Villecoublay, 

France 

1 

4 

— 

5 

— 

Bremen,  Germany 

2 

18 

— 

— 

131 

Hamburg, 

Germany 

10 

78 

1 

17 

138 

Munich,  Germany 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Nuremberg, 
Germany 

2 

8 



6 

, 

Rhein-am-Main, 

Germany 

25 

128 

2 

69 

193 

Stuttgart, 

Germany 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Wiesbaden, 

Germany 

15 

70 

9 

14 

8 

Athens,  Greece... 

2 

14 

— 

5 

— 

Bluic  West, 

Greenland 

4 

16 

— 

2 

— 

Luxemburg, 

Luxemburg.... 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Keflavik,  Iceland 

48 

218 

21 

70 

198 

Rome,  Italy 

2 

15 

37 

2 

41 

Azores,  Atlantic 

Ocean  

2 

8 

1 

17 

— 

Edmonton, 

Canada  

1 

4 

— 



— 

Ottawa,  Canada 

1 

4 

8 

— 

I 

Goosebay, 

41 

Labrador 

7 

52 

147 

7 

Gander, 

Newfoundland 

4 

31 

11 

21 

— 

Westovcr,  U.S.A. 

« 

42 

1 

50 

1 16 

Cairo,  Egypt 

2 

11 

28 

3 

— 

(.’astel  Benito, 

Libya 

1 

8 

27 

6 

— 

Johannesburg, 

Transvaal 

1 

4 

' 

'rOTALS 

2,501 

23,039 

13,789 

1 7,646 

48,9.58 
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Note. — B.O.A.C. — British  Overseas  Airways  Corporation. 
T.C.A. — Trans -Canada  Airlines. 

K.L.M. — Royal  Dutch  Airlines. 

S.A.S. — Scandinavian  Airlines  System. 

A.O.A. — ^American  Overseas  Airlines. 

A.F. — Air  France. 

I. A. — Icelandic  Airways. 

S.A.L. — Scottish  Air  Lines. 


IV.— FOOD  SUPPLY. 

1.  Milk. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  in  his  report  has  given  a full  account 
of  any  action  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  and  other 
Orders  and  Bye-Laws.  The  percentage  of  tubercle  free  dairy 
herds  increased  during  the  year  from  91-9  to  93-7  per  cent.,  i.e., 
1,533  out  of  a total  of  1,636  herds  ; the  increase  in  the  number 
of  tested  herds  was  10. 

2.  Ice  Cream. 

The  administration  of  the  Ice  Cream  Regulations  has  been 
fully  dealt  with  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  his  Report.  By  the 
end  of  the  year  92  premises  were  registered  for  the  manufacture, 
storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream,  2 premises  for  the  manufactiue  and 
storage  only,  137  premises  for  storage  and  sale  only,  and  132 
vehicles  were  registered  as  suitable  for  retailing  ice  cream. 

3.  Meat  and  Other  Poods — Clean  Food. 

These  questions  are  dealt  with  fully  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
in  his  Report. 

4.  Food  Poisoning. 

Several  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  occurring  in  his 
practice  were  reported  by  Dr.  Rigg,  of  Cumnock,  on  12th  September, 
1951.  Of  these  cases  one  was  in  Ocliiltrce  and  the  remaining  five  in 
Auchinleck. 

AH  the  cases  were  visited.  In  each  instance  the  illness  was 
characterised  by  pains  in  the  stomach,  vomiting  and  diarrhoea. 

Investigation  revealed  that  many  otlior  people  in  the  neighbour- 
hood had  been  affected  (approximately  40  in  all)  with  similar 
symptoms  of  varying  severity. 
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In  every  case  it  was  found  that  cooked  meat  had  been  eaten, 
purchased  from  a food  delivery  van  from  Cumnock,  whicli  made 
regular  runs  twice  weekly  to  the  outlying  districts. 

By  firrther  examination  at  the  shop  in  Cumnock,  which  owned 
the  van,  it  was  discovered  that  the  suspect  meat  was  cooked, 
prepared  and  despatched  by  a Glasgow  Bacon  Curing  Factory  to 
various  retailers  in  the  West  of  Scotland. 

The  Divisional  Medical  Officer  of  Glasgow  was  informed,  and 
he  instituted  an  examination  of  the  employees  concerned  with  the 
processing  of  the  cooked  meat.  He  finally  reported  on  25th 
September  that  he  considered  the  source  of  the  outbreak  had  been 
discovered  in  an  employee  from  whose  stool  Salmonella  enteritidis 
had  been  isolated. 


V.— MISCELLANEOUS. 

1.  Supervision  of  Residential  Accommodation  under  the  National 
Assistance  Act. 


Four  cases  were  reported  of  old  people  who  Avere  unable  to 
take  proper  care  of  themseh^es  and  AA’ho  were  living  in  a state  of 
dirt  and  neglect.  Two  of  these  patients  were  admitted  to  Part  III. 
Accommodation,  one  to  Hospital,  and  one  to  a C^hurch  of  Scotland 
Eventide  Home. 


2.  Nursing  Homes  Registration  (Scotland)  Act. 

There  Avere  tAvo  registered  nursing  homes  Avhich  Averi'  A'isited 
periodically.  One  has  accommodation  for  18  medical,  surgical 
and  maternity  cases,  Avhile  the  other  admits  chronic  sick  cases 
only,  haA'ing  accommodation  for  22.  When  visited  there  Avere 
14  patients  in  each  Nursing  Home. 

3.  Health  Education. 

As  in  previous  years  posters  were  displayed  at  Child  Welfare 
Clinics  and  leaflets  issued  to  mothers  attending. 

A leaflet  dealing  Avith  vaccination  against  smallpox  is  issued 
to  parents  l)y  local  Registrars  AA^hen  births  are  registered.  Ihe 
necessity  to  hfive  a child  immunised  against  diphtheria  is  brought 
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to  the  notice  of  parents  when  the  child  reaches  the  age  of  six  months. 
In  the  event  of  no  record  being  received  of  the  immunisation  of  a 
child,  a birthday  card  reminder  is  sent  on  the  child’s  first  birthday. 

During  the  year  a number  of  lectures  on  Health  Education 
were  given  to  various  Women’s  Institutes  and  Clubs  in  AjTshire 
by  Dr.  A.  G.  Mearns,  Medical  Lecturer  of  the  Scottish  Council 
for  Health  Education. 

In  addition  a lecture  on  General  Health  was  given  to  the 
Mauchline  Branch  of  Scottish  Women’s  Rural  Institutc-s  by  Dr. 
Enid  Dixon,  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  on  19th  Novemlrer, 
1951. 


VI.— GENERAL  SANITATION. 

General  sanitation  is  dealt  vdth  fully  in  the  Reports  of  the 
County  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  of  the 
Burghs  of  Ai'drossan,  Cumnock,  Darvel,  Galston,  Girvan,  Irvine, 
Kilwinning,  Largs,  Maybole,  Nemnilns,  Prest^vick,  Stewarton 
and  Troon. 


TABLE  I. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  -LANDWARD  AREA  AND  SMALL  BURGHS. 
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TABLE  IV, 

Deaths  at  Different  Ages  and  Percentages  of  Total  Deaths. 


Percentage. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Deaths 
under  5. 

Deaths 
5 and 
under  15. 

Deaths 
15  and 
under  65. 

Deaths 
65  and 
Upwards. 

Under  5 

5-16. 

15-65. 

65  and 
Upwards. 

»onnty — 

Landward. 

1513 

116 

13 

448 

936 

7-7 

0-9 

29-6 

61-8 

larghfl — 

Ardrossan. 

115 

10 

2 

37 

66 

8-7 

1-7 

32-2 

57-4 

Cumnock.. 

62 

4 

1 

21 

36 

6-4 

1-6 

33-9 

58-1 

Darvel 

61 

1 

... 

17 

43 

1-6 

... 

27-9 

70-5 

Galston.... 

60 

3 

... 

21 

36 

50 

... 

350 

600 

Girvan 

84 

6 

... 

24 

54 

71 

28-6 

64-3 

Irvine 

153 

14 

... 

48 

91 

91 

... 

31-4 

59-5 

Kilwinning 

63 

6 

... 

27 

31 

7-9 

... 

42-9 

49-2 

Largs 

162 

3 

... 

39 

120 

1-9 

... 

241 

74  0 

Maybole... 

47 

5 

... 

13 

29 

10-6 

... 

27-7 

61-7 

Newmilns. 

63 

3 

2 

18 

40 

4-7 

3 2 

28-6 

63-5 

Prestwick. 

189 

6 

... 

44 

139 

3-2 

... 

23-3 

73-5 

t Saltcoats .. 

148 

6 

4 

50 

88 

4-1 

2-7 

33-8 

69-4 

Stewarton. 

44 

2 

... 

10 

32 

4-6 

... 

22-8 

72-7 

* Troon 

126 

6 

... 

31 

88 

4-8 

... 

24-8 

70-4 

iCounty 

Landward 
^nd  Small 
Burghs  ... 

2889 

190 

22 

848 

1829 

1 

6-6 

0-8 

29-3 

63-3 

40 


TABLE  V. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Deaths. 

(1)  Classified  According  to  Age  Geo  dps  : — 

Under  1 Week  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

1 Week  and  under  4 Weeks  ...  ...  ...  16 

4 Weeks  and  under  3 Months  ...  ...  ...  20 

3 Months  and  under  6 Months...  ...  ...  24 

6 Months  and  under  12  Months  ...  ...  25 

(2)  Classified  According  to  Causes  of  Death. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Meningococcal  Infections...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Non-Meningococcal  Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Congenital  Malformations  ...  ...  ...  18 

Other  Diseases  peculiar  to  early  infancy  ...  38 

Injury  at  Birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Violenoo  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

All  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


Rate  per 
1,000  Births. 


16  5 


3 8 


4-8 


6-8 


6-0 


0- 24 

1- 20 
0 24 
0 24 
8-86 

2- 63 
4-31 
910 
6-27 
1-44 

3- 35 


TABLE  VI. 

Infectious  Diseases— Year  1951. 

Number  of  Cases  coming  to  the  Knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  accepted  by  him  as  suffering  from  disease  stated 
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Principal  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  Monthly  in  the  County  and  Small  Burghs. 
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TABLE  VIII. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals  and  Cases  Isolated  in  them — County  and  Small  Burghs. 
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TABLE  X. — Continued. 

Return  of  Cases  notified  during  the  year  in  which  Diagnosis  of  Tuberculosis  has  been  confirmed. 
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Return  showing  the  Number  of  Cases  with  their  Home  Residence  in  the  Area  who  received  Treatment  in  Sanatoria 
or  other  Institutions  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1951. 
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t Column  (rf)  shows  those  who  were  in  final  residence  28  days  or  over.  Column  (e)  shows  those  who  were  In  final  residence  under  28  days. 

t All  patients  of  15  years  and  upwards  classed  as  Adults. 
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TABLE  X. — Continued. 

■Return  of  Number  of  Persons  who  died  from  Tuberculosis  in  the  Area  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1951,  with 
particulars  as  to  the  period  elapsing  between  Notification  and  Death  and  between  Discharge  from  an  Institution  and  Death. 

I Pulmonary.  Non- Pulmonary. 
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TABLE  IX. 

OUT-PATIENT  CLINICS. 


Place  and  Premises. 


School  Clinics — j 

Ayr — King  Street j 

Dairy — Higher  Grade  School 
Galston — Henrietta  Street.. 

Girvan — Wesley  Place 

Hurlford — Academy  Street.  | 

Irvine — Bank  Street j 

Kilbirnie — Nurses’  Home...  | 
Kilmarnock — Green  Street..  1 

Maybole — Carrick  Home j 

Prestwick — Glenburn  P.S.... 
Saltcoats — Campbell  Avenue 
Troon — Troon  Infant  School  j 

Child  Welfare  Centres — 

Annbank — The  Hall 

Ardrossan — Castlecraigs,  [ 

Glasgow  Street i 

Auchinleck — Town  Hall 

Beith — Town  House 

Catrine — Brown’s  Institute 
Coylton — Claude  Hamilton 

Memorial  Hall 

Crosshouse — Old  School  | 

Building j 

Cumnock — Millbank j 

Dalmellington — Church  Hall  i 

Dairy — James  Street | 

Darvel — Lesser  Town  Hall  | 
Dreghorn — Local  Welfare  i 

Office j 

Drongan— Public  Hall 

Galston — Henrietta  Street...  ' 

Girvan — Wesley  Place | 

Hurlford — Academy  Street.  ‘ 
Irvine — 

Bank  Street 

Waterside  Street | 

Kilbirnie — Nurses’  Home 

Kilwinning — Ladyford  Av.. 

Kilmaurs — j.S.  School 

Largs — Moorburn  Road 

Lugar — The  Institute 

Rlauchline — Parish  Churcli 

Hall 

Maybole — Carrick  Home 

Monkton — Carvick- Webster 

Hall 

Miiirkirk — 

Masonic  Hall 

Karnes  Institute 


Day. 


Ever}'’  Monday. 

First  and  Third  Fridays. 
Second  and  Fourth  Mondays. 
Second  and  Fourth  Fridays. 
First  and  Third  Mondays. 
First  and  Third  Wednesdays. 
First  and  Third  Mondays. 
Every  Wednesday. 

First  and  Third  Friday. 

First  and  Third  Fridays. 
Every  Friday. 

Second  and  Fourth  Fridays. 


Second  and  Fourth  Tuesdays. 

Every  Thursday. 

Second  and  Fourth  Frida}'s. 
First  and  Third  Tuesdays. 
First  and  Third  Mondays. 

First  and  Third  Wednesdays. 

First  and  Third  Tuesdays. 
Every  Wednesday. 

Every  Thursday. 

Second  and  Fourth  Tuesdays. 
Second  and  Fourth  Fridays. 

Second  and  Fourth  Tuesdays. 
First  and  Third  Tuesdays. 
First  and  Third  Wednesdays. 
First  and  Third  Tuesdays. 
Second  and  I'ourth  Wednesdays. 

Alternate  Thursdays. 

Alternate  Thursdays, 

.•Mternate  Wednesdays. 

E\’ery  Wednesday. 

I'irst  and  Third  Fridays. 
.Mternate  Mondays. 

Second  and  Fourth  Mondays. 

First  and  Third  Thursdays. 
Second  and  Fourth  Tuesdays. 

First  and  Third  Mondays. 

h'irst  Monday. 

Third  Mondav. 


Hour. 


3 p.ra. 
2 p.m. 
2 p.m. 
2 p.m. 
2 p.m. 
2 p.m. 
2 p.m. 
10  a.m. 
2 p.m. 
2 p.m. 
2 p.m. 
2 p.m. 


2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 
2.30  p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 
2.30  p.m. 
2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2.30  p.m. 
2.30  p.m. 
2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 
2.30  p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 


TABLE  XI. — Continued. 


OUT-PATIENT  CLimCS— Continued. 


Place  and  Premises. 

Day. 

Hour. 

Child  Welfare  Centres — 
New  Cumnock — 

Craigbank  Hall 

Second  and  Fourth  Thursdays. 

2 p.m. 

^Mansefield  Hut,  Pathbrae 

First  and  Third  Thursdays. 

2 p.m. 

Xewmilns — Lady  Flora’s 
Institute 

Second  and  Fourth  Thursdavs. 

2 p.m. 

Patna — Parish  Church  Hall 

Second  and  Fourth  Mondays. 

2 p.m. 

Prestwick — Youth  Centre, 
Templerigg  Street 

Every  Tuesday. 

2 p.m. 

Rankinston — Mission  Hall.. 

Second  and  Fourth  Wednesdays. 

2 p.m. 

Saltcoats — Campbell  Avenue 

Everv  Tuesday. 

2 p.m. 

Stevenston — War  Memorial 
Institute 

Every  Monday. 

2 p.m. 

Stewarton — 35  Main  Street 

Second  and  Fourth  Mondays. 

2 p.m. 

Tarbolton — Infant  School... 

First  and  Third  Wednesdays. 

2 p.m. 

Troon — Tinnion  Nursing 
Home 

Every  Thursday. 

2 p.m. 

West  Kilbride — Masonic  Hall 

Second  and  Fourth  Fridays. 

2 p.m. 

Pre-Natal  Clinics — 

Annbank — The  Hall 

Every  Wednesday. 

2.30  p.m. 

Cumnock — Millbank 

Everv  Tuesday. 

2.45  p.m. 

Girvan — Weslev  Place 

Every  Thursday. 

2 p.m. 

Irvine — Bank  Street 

Mondays  and  Fridays. 

2 p.m. 

Kilbimie — Nurses’  Home... 

Everv  Friday. 

10.30  a.m. 

Largs — Moorburn  Road 

Every  Monday. 

10  a.m. 

May  bole — Carrick  Home .... 

Every  Thursday. 

10.30  a.m. 

Saltcoats — Campbell  Avenue 

Every  Wednesday. 

10.30  a.m. 

Troon — Tinnion  Nursing 
Home 

Ev'ery  Tuesday. 

9.30  a.m. 
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I.— STAFF. 

Reference  is  made  to  the  List  of  Staff  shown  on  page  4. 


n.— GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Population  of  the  Area  (at  30th  Juno,  10.51,  as  estimated 


by  the  Registrar-General)  ...  ...  ...  ...  322. 5W 

Number  of  Schools — 

(а)  Primary  Schools  under  Education  Authority  ...  96 

(б)  Secondary  Schools  under  Education  Authority...  59 

(c)  (i)  Special  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(ii)  Special  Classes  in  Ordinary  Schools  ...  ...  — 

(iii)  Nursery  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(d)  In  receipt  of  Grant  from  Education  Authority 

under  Medical  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  1 

Average  Number  of  Children  on  the  Registers  ...  51,650 

Average  Number  of  Children  in  Attendance...  ...  47.673 


m.— SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  SCHOOLS. 


The  Medical  Officers  on  their  visits  to  schools  inspect  the 
sanitation  and  any  matters  requiring  attention  are  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  appropriate  Official.  In  general  the  cleanliness  of 
the  schools  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


IV.  -ORGANISATION  AND  TREATMENT. 

School  Nurses  atteird  at  the  medical  inspection  and  subsequently 
are  supplied  with  a list  of  the  cases  to  be  followed  iq)  at  home. 
They  keep  a register  compiled  from  those  lists  and  report  where 
treatment  is  given  and  the  condition  remedied.  The  School 
Nurses  also  visit  the  schools  between  the  School  Medical  Officers 
inspections. 
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(a)  System  of  School  Medical  Inspection  and  Arrangements  for 

Following  up. 

The  pupils  examined  at  routine  inspections  were  : — 

(1)  All  entrants  and  children  not  previously  subjected  in 

school  to  detailed  routine  inspections. 

(2)  Children  born  in  1942. 

(3)  Children  born  in  1938. 

(4)  Children  born  in  1935. 

(5)  Children  bom  in  1944  (visual  acuity  and  hearing  only). 

Before  every  routine  visit  to  a school  the  Head  Teacher  is 
asked  to  produce  for  special  medical  examination  any  pupil  who 
appears  to  suffer  from  any  physical  or  mental  disability  and  who 
has  not  received  or  is  not  receiving  appropriate  attention. 

All  children  found  defective  at  previous  inspections  were  also 
re-examined. 

Routine  and  special  medical  examinations  of  pupils  attending 
schools  in  Ayr  and  Kilmarnock  are  carried  out  by  the  medical  staff 
of  the  Burghs  concerned,  who  also  attend  the  respective  minor 
ailment  clinic  and  forward  to  the  Chief  School  Medical  Officer 
particulars  regarding  any  children  requiring  special  medical  or 
educational  treatment. 


(b)  Supervision  of  Infectious  Disease,  including  School  Closure. 

As  the  medical  inspection  of  school  children  is  under  the  control 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  each  area,  all  notifiable  cases 
of  infectious  disease  are  known.  Where  it  seems  to  the  Head  Teacher 
that  there  is  any  undue  incidence  of  non-notifiable  disease  he  brings 
the  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  School  Medical  Officer.  Disinfection 
of  class-rooms  is  carried  out  where  indicated.  No  schools  were 
closed  as  a result  of  infectious  disease  during  the  session. 


(c)  Co-ordination  with  Public  Health  Service. 

In  the  County  Area  each  Assistant  Medical  Officer  is  in  charge 
of  the  School  Health  and  Child  Welfare  work  in  a district,  so  that 
the  same  Medical  Officer  sees  the  child  from  birth  to  school  leaving 
age.  The  same  arrangement  exists  in  the  Burghs  of  Ayr  and 
Kilmarnock. 
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(d)  Presence  of  Parents  at  Inspection. 

The  presence  of  parents  is  encouraged  at  school  medical 
inspection.  Many  defects  are  pointed  out  to  them,  of  which  they 
were  previously  unaware,  and  thus  the  services  of  the  family  doctor 
are  solicited  earlier  than  otherwise  would  have  been  the  case, 
with  more  satisfactory  results  in  the  way  of  prevention  and  cure. 
The  number  of  parents  who  attended  the  routine  inspections  during 
the  year  was  4,289. 


V.— THE  FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

(a)  Routine. 

The  number  of  children  examined  was  15,538,  of  whom  4.334 
or  27-89  per  cent,  suffered  from  some  defect.  Of  these  2,524  or 
16-24  of  the  children  examined  suffered  from  minor  defects  or  from 
ailments  from  which  recovery  was  expected  in  a few  weeks,  and 
1,459  or  9-39%  suffered  from  defects  less  remediable,  but  from  which 
complete  recovery  or  restoration  of  function  was  lUtimately 
anticipated.  The  number  suffering  from  defects  where  improvement 
only  could  be  expected  was  351  or  2-26%  of  those  examined. 

The  following  is  a summary  showing  the  various  defects  and  the 
iwrcentage  found  defective  at  Routine  Inspection. 


(1)  Clothing. 

Twenty-nine  children  were  found  to  have  unsatisfactory  clothing, 
0-19  per  cent,  of  the  children  examined  at  routine  inspections. 
At  special  inspections  7 children  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactorily 
clothed. 


(2)  Footgear. 

Four  children  were  found  to  have  unsatisfactory  footgear, 
0-03  pt'i-  cent,  of  the  ehildretr  examined  at  routine  inspections. 
At  special  inspections  5 children  were  found  to  have  unsatisfactory 
footgear. 


(3)  Cleanliness. 

(a)  Head. — The  number  of  children  found  at  routine  inspections 
to  have  dirty  or  verminous  head  was  445  or  2-86  per  cent,  of  those 
examined. 
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(b)  Body. — ^The  number  of  children  found  at  routine  inspections 
to  have  dirty  or  verminous  bodies  was  44  or  0-28  per  cent. 

At  special  inspections  112  children  were  found  to  have  a dirty 
or  verminous  condition  of  the  head  and  32  to  have  a similar  condition 
of  the  body. 


(4)  Skin. 

(а)  Head. — At  routine  inspections  the  following  were  found  to 
be  suffering  from  skin  diseases  of  the  head  : — 

Ringworm...  ...  ...  2 children  or  0-01  per  cent. 

Impetigo  ...  ...  ...  6 children  or  0-04  per  cent. 

Other  Disease.s  ...  ...  38  children  or  0-24  per  cent. 

At  special  inspections  6 children  were  found  to  be  suffering 
from  Impetigo  and  16  from  Other  Diseases. 

(б)  Body. — At  routine  inspections  the  following  skin  conditions 
affecting  the  body  were  found  : — 

Impetigo  ...  ...  ...  6 children  or  0-04  per  cent. 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  20  children  or  0-13  per  cent. 

Other  Diseases  ...  ...  179  children  or  1-15  per  cent. 

At  special  inspections  1 child  was  found  to  be  suffering 
from  Ringworm,  8 from  Impetigo,  4 from  Scabies,  and  43  from 
other  Skin  Diseases. 


(5)  Nutritional  State. 

At  routine  inspection.s  169  children  were  found  to  be  suffering 
from  slightly  defective  nutrition  and  2 from  bad  nutrition,  being 
respectively  1*09  and  0-01  per  cent,  of  the  children  examined. 

At  special  examinations  25  children  were  found  to  bo  suffering 
from  slightly  defective  nutrition. 


(6)  Mouth  and  Teeth. 

At  routine  medical  inspections  502  children  were  suffering  from 
unhealthy  conditions  of  the  mouth  and  teeth,  3*23  per  cent,  of  the 
children  examined. 

At  special  inspections  an  unhealthy  condition  of  the  mouth  and 
teeth  was  found  in  12  children. 
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(7)  Nasopharsmx. 

(а)  Nose. — ^Apart  from  cases  requiring  further  observation, 
62  children  or  0-40  per  cent,  of  those  examined  showed  obstruction, 
probably  due  to  adenoids  requiring  operation. 

At  special  exammations  11  cases  requiring  ojDeration  were  found. 

(б)  Throat. — Apart  from  cases  requiring  further  observation, 
39  children  or  0-25  per  cent,  of  those  examined  were  found  to 
have  tonsils  which  required  operative  treatment. 

At  special  examinations  8 cases  of  diseased  tonsils  requiring 
operation  were  found. 

(c)  Glands. — Enlarged  Glands  requiring  further  observation 
were  found  in  168  or  1-08  per  cent,  of  the  children  examined,  while 
2 children  or  0-01  per  cent,  had  Glands  requiring  operation. 

In  addition  33  children  requiring  observation  were  formd  at 
special  exammations,  and  2 children  requiring  operative  treatment. 


(8)  Eyes. 

Infective  conditions  of  the  lids  or  conjmictiva  were  foimd  in 
131  children  or  0-84  per  cent,  of  those  examuied. 

At  special  examinations  26  were  found. 

Corneal  Opacities  were  found  in  5 or  0-03  per  cent,  of  the 
children.  At  special  examination  1 case  was  found. 

Squint  affected  367  children  or  2-36  jier  cent.  Squint  was  also 
found  in  18  childi’en  brought  forward  for  s^jecial  examination. 

Visual  Acuity. — Vision  was  not  examined  in  entrants.  Of 
those  in  the  other  age  groups  780  or  8-27  per  cent,  had  defective 
vision  requiring  refraction.  In  addition  6,417  children  were 
examined  as  “ Specials,”  including  the  seven-year-old  group 
examined  in  place  of  entrants.  Of  these  633  were  found  to  require 
refraction. 


(9)  Ears. 

Otorrhoea  or  discharge  from  the  ears  affected  75  children  or 
0-48  per  cent.  Discharging  ears  wore  found  in  19  children 
examined  as  “ Specials.” 


Defective  hearing  nas  present  in  42  children  or  0-27  per  cent. 
Twenty  wore  classified  in  Grade  L,  Deafness — Children  who  can  be 
tducated  in  the  ordinary  school  without  special  provision,  and 
1()  in  Grade  II.  {a),  Deafness — Children  who  can  make  satisfactory 
progress  in  ordinary  schools  if  given  some  help,  e.g.,  favourable 
position  in  class,  individual  hearing  aid  or  tuition  in  lip-reading. 

Of  the  children  examined  as  “ Specials  ” 12  were  classed  as 
suffering  from  Grade  I.  Deafness  and  one  from  Grade  II.  (a)  Deafness. 


(10)  Speech. 

Of  the  children , examined  at  routine  inspections  64  or  0-41 
per  cent,  suffered  from  defective  articulation  and  12  or  0-08  per 
cent,  from  stammering. 

Of  the  children  examined  as  “ Specials  ” 9 showed  defective 
articulation  and  5 stammering. 


(11)  Mental  and  Nervous  Conditions. 

• 

At  inspections  of  routine  age  groups,  6 children  or  0-04  per  cent, 
were  found  to  be  cducable  mental  defectives  and  2 (0  01  per 
cent.)  were  found  to  be  ineducable  mental  defective. 

Other  mental  or  nervous  conditions  affected  55  or  0-36  per  cent, 
of  the  children  examined. 

At  special  examinations  6 children  were  found  to  be 
dull  intrinsically,  4 mentally  defective  (cducablo),  1 mentally 
defetivc  (ineducable),  5 highly  nervous  and  1 of  difficult  behavioiu’. 


(12)  Circulatory  System. 

At  routine  iaspections  36  children  were  found  to  bo  suffering 
from  organic  heart  disease,  comprising  0-23  per  cent,  of  the  children 
examined. 

At  special  examinations  8 cases  of  organic  heart  disease  were 
found. 


(13)  Lungs. 

The  number  of  children  suffering  from  chronic  bronchitis  Avas 
o8  or  0-37  per  cent,  of  those  examined  at  routine  inspections. 
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There  were  referred  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  as  suspected 
cases  of  Tuberculosis  12  children  or  0-08  per  cent. 

Other  diseases  of  the  Lungs  affected  83  children  or  0-53  per  cent. 

Of  children  examined  as  “ Specials  ” 7 had  Chronic  Bronchitis, 
none  had  suspected  Tuberculosis  and  13  had  other  diseases. 


(14)  Deformities. 

Deformities  dating  from  birth  affected  72  children  or  0-4G 
per  cent. 

Deformities  due  to  Infantile  Paralysis  affected  17  children  or 
0-11  per  cent. 

Deformities  due  to  Rickets  affected  22  children  or  0-14  per  cent. 

Deformities  due  to  other  causes,  for  instance  accident,  affected 
93  children  or  0-60  per  cent. 

Children  submitted  for  special  exammation  included  3 cases 
of  Congenital  Deformity,  2 cases  of  deformity  due  to  Infantile 
Paralysis,  one  due  to  Rickets  and  2 due  to  Other  Causes. 


(15)  Infectious  Disease. 

There  were  discovered  at  routine  inspections  14  cases  ol 
Infectious  Disease,  0-09  per  cent,  of  the  children  examined. 

At  special  examinations  no  cases  of  Infections  Disease  was 
found. 


(16)  Other  Diseases  or  Defects. 

Affected  420  children  or  2-70  per  cent,  of  those  examined. 

At  special  examinations  76  children  were  affected. 

{b)  Specials. 

Of  the  7,537  special  cases  examined  1,036  were  found  defective, 
and  the  following  is  a list  of  the  defects  found  ; — 

(1)  Unsatisfactory  Clothing  7 

(2)  Unsatisfactory  Footgear  .> 
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(3)  Cleanliness — 

Head — Dirty,  Nits  or  Vermin 
Body — Dirty,  Nits  or  Vermin 

(4)  Skin — Head — 

Impetigo 
Other  Diseases ... 


112 

32 


6 

16 


Skin  —Body — 
Rmg^vo^m 
Impetigo 
Scabies  ... 

Other  Diseases... 


I 

8 

4 

43 


(5)  Nutritional  State — 

Slightly  Defective 


25 


(6)  Mouth  and  Teeth  Unhealthy 


12 


(7)  Nose — 

Obstruction  requiring  observation  ...  ...  ...  55 

Obstruction  (probable  Adenoids)  requiring  operation  11 
Other  Conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 


Throat 

Tonsils  requiring  observation 
Tonsils  requiring  operative  treatment 

Glands  — 

Requiring  observation 
Requiring  operative  treatment 

(8)  Eyes — 

External  Diseases- 
Blepharitis 
Conjunctivitis  ... 

Comeal  Opacities 
Squint  ... 

Other  Diseases ... 

Visual  Acuity — 

Defective  Vision  (for  Refraction)  ... 


71 

8 


33 

2 


18 

8 

1 

18 

28 


170 


(9)  Ears — 

Otorrhoea 
Other  Diseases  ... 


10 

21 
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Defective  Hearing — 

Grade  I. 

Grade  II. 

(10)  Speech — 

Defective  Articulation 
Stammering 

(11)  Mental  and  Nervous  Condition — 

Dull  (Intrinsically) 

Mental  Defective  (Educable) 
Mental  Defective  (Ineducable) 
Highly  Nervous 
Difficult  Behaviour 

(12)  Circulatory  System — 

Organic  Heart  Disease — 

Congenital 

Acquired 

Functional  Conditions 

(13)  Lungs — 

Chronic  Bronchitis 
Other  Diseases ... 

(14)  Deformities — 

Congenital 

Acquired  (Infantile  Paralysis) 
Acquired  (probable  Rickets)  ... 
Other  Causes  ... 

(15)  Infectious  Disease 

(16)  Other  Diseases  or  Defects 


9 

5 


6 

4 
1 

5 
1 


6 

10 


13 


3 

o 


1 
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VI.— ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  MEDICAL  TREATMENT. 

(a)  Minor  Ailments. 

'Pherc  are  School  Clinics  at  Auchinleck,  Troon,  Saltcoats, 
Kilwinning,  Irvine,  Maybole,  Girvan,  Dairy,  Kilbirnie,  Galston, 
Hurlford,  Prestwick,  Ayr  and  Kilmarnock,  carricid  on  by  the 
whole-time  Medical  Officers.  The  School  Nurses  at  these  Centres 
assist. 
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The  number  of  children  examined  by  the  medical  staff  at  the 
Clinics  was  4,703,  and  as  several  paid  recurrent  visits  there  was  a 
total  of  11,784  attendances. 

(1)  Cuts,  Bruises,  Sprains  and  Minor  Injinies,  etc. — 645. 

(2)  Diseases  of  the  Ear,  207  children,  largely  cases  of  Otorrhoea. 

(3)  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  301  children,  including  Conjunctivitis 

and  Blepharitis  principally. 

(4)  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  323,  being  in  the  main  Impetigo, 

Scabies  and  Eczema. 

(5)  Other  Diseases,  including  cases  of  non-attendance  brought 

to  Clinics  on  recommendation  of  Attendance  Officers 
—3,227. 


(b)  Defective  Vision. 

Spectacles  were  prescribed  where  necessary.  The  following 
is  a summary  of  the  cases  seen  for  the  period  ; — 

Number  of  Clinics  held  ...  ...  ...  ...  311 

Number  of  Children  Examined  ...  ...  ...  3318 

Number  of  Children  Prescribed  Spectacles  ...  1542 

During  the  session  the  examination  of  children  with  defective 
vision  for  spectaeles  was  continued  under  arrangements  made 
with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  Clinics  are  attended  by 
members  of  the  Staff  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  working  under 
Dr.  W.  O.  G.  Taylor,  the  Board’s  Consultant  Ophthalmologist 
for  the  area. 


(c)  Specialist  Treatment. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Matron  of  Seafield  Sick  Children’s  Hospital, 
Ayr,  for  the  following  figures  of  children  seen  and  treated  at  that 
Hospital  during  the  year  under  review  : — 

Surgical  Department — 

Number  of  Clinics  held  ...  ...  •••  ••• 

Number  of  Children  Examined  ...  ..•  •••  9”*^ 

Number  of  Theatres  held  ...  ...  •••  •••  "fH) 

Number  of  Children  Operated  on  (220  Emergency)  5/5 
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Ophthalmic  Department — 

Number  of  Theatres  held  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Number  of  Children  Operated  on  ...  ...  ...  190 

Medical  Department — 

Number  of  Clinics  held  ...  ...  ...  ...  10<J 

Number  of  Children  Examined  ...  ...  ...  1,718 

Number  of  Admissions  32S 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Department — 

Number  of  Theatres  held  ...  ...  ...  ...  26i5 

Number  of  Childi*en  Operated  on  ...  ...  ...  1,910 

Number  of  Cases  Examined  at  Clinics  ...  ...  1-1,943 

Orthopaedic  Department — 

Number  of  Clinics  held  ...  ...  ...  ...  143 

Number  of  Children  Examined  ...  ...  ...  3,100 

Number  of  Children  recommended  for  Remedial 
Exercises — 

Out-Patient  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,200 

In-Patient  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  050 

Number  of  Children  Operated  on  ...  ...  ...  71 

Number  of  Children  put  in  Plaster  of  Paris  471 

Plastic  Dcpartinent — 

Number  of  Patients  Admitted  ...  ...  ...  85 

Number  of  Clinics  hold  ...  ...  ...  ...  192 

Number  of  Theatres  held  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 

(It  is  necessary  for  some  patients  to  be  several  times  in  Theatre). 

(d)  Notes  on  Audiometric  Testing  in  Ayrshire. 

All  totally  deaf  (Griule  111.)  children  of  school  ago  in  AjTshirt* 
are  receiving  special  education  in  school  for  the  deaf,  viz.  : — 

Donaldson's  School  for  the  Deaf,  Edinburgh  ...  8 

Glasgow  School  for  the  Deaf  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

St.  Vincent's  School,  Glasgow...  ...  ...  ...  11 
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There  are  seven  children  (still  too  young  for  admission)  on  the 
waiting-list  for  Glasgow  School  for  the  Deaf  and  one  boy  on  the 
waiting-list  for  St.  Vincent's.  Of  those  six  are  being  admitted 
in  September,  1952. 


There  are  38  severely  deaf  (Grade  11b.)  children  attending 
schools  in  AjTshire.  Of  these  15  are  able,  with  the  help  of  a 
hearing-aid  and  suitable  position  in  Class  to  make  some  progress 
in  the  ordinary  school.  Seventeen  attend  Courthill  School,  Dairy, 
for  partially^  deaf  children,  and  a boy  is  being  admitted  in  September. 
The  parents  of  the  remaining  five  children  preferred  to  have  their 
children  attend  the  local  school. 


In  the  past  year  15  children  have  been  fitted  with  hearing-aids 
at  the  Hearing-Aid  Clinic  at  Ballochmyle  Hospital.  The  position 
with  regard  to  hearing-aids  is  as  follows  ; — 


(а)  No.  of  Children  wearing  Hearing-Aids  at  1st 

August,  1951  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  -18 

(б)  No.  of  Children  supplied  with  Hearing-Aids 

during  School  Session  (1951-52)  ...  ...  15 

<)3 


(c)  No.  of  Children  at  (a)  who  left  School  dming 
Session  (1951-52)  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


(d)  No.  of  Children  who  ceased  to  require  Hearing- 
Aids  during  Session  ...  ...  ...  b 

— 11 


(e)  No.  of  School  Children  wearing  Hearing-Aids 

at  31st  July,  1952  ...  ...  ...  o2 


The  children  who  do  not  now  require  H(!aring-Aids  have  returned 
them  on  the  understanding  that  they  will  be  supplied  with  them 
again  shoidd  their  Hearing  deteriorate. 


Of  the  217  children  referred  to  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinics 
from  Schools,  208  (95%)  attended  an<l  subsequently^  received 
treatment  and  operations,  when  necessary,  from  the  Ear,  Nose 
and  Throat  Surgeon. 


RESULTS  OF  GRAMOPHONE  AUDIOMETRIC  TESTS  IN  ALL  SCHOOLS  IN  AYRSHIRE. 

Year  Ending  31st  July,  1952. 
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Children  attending  K.X.'l'. 

Clinic  (New  Cases)  ...  — 4.38  ' !)4  344  125  210  (i  3 1(14 


(e)  Psycliiatric  Service. 

During  the  year  a total  of  87  new  cases  of  maladjustment  in 
children  have  been  i-eferred  to  the  Psychiatrist  for  diagnosis  and 
treatment  or  disposal.  This  brmgs  the  total  number  of  maladjusted 
children  borne  on  records  to  approximately  four  hundred. 

The  sources  from  which  maladjusted  children  have  been  referred 
to  the  Psychiatrist  have  been  these 


Percentage  of  Total  Cases. 


By  Whom  Referred. 

i 

1 School 
Session, 
1948-49. 

School 

Session, 

1949-50. 

School 

Session, 

1950-51. 

School 

Session, 

1951-52. 

Educational  Psychologists. . . 

34-3 

8-0 

8-6 

2-3 

Paediatrician 

10  1 

16-0 

10-8 

10  1 

School  Medical  Officers 

2-8 

120 

12-9 

40 

All  other  Medical  Sources.... 

7-4 

12-0 

140 

101 

J uvenile  Court  and  Probation 
Officers 

32-4 

30  0 

44-1 

40  0 

All  other  Sources 

130 

10-0 

9-6 

14-9 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

Admissions  (period  to  31, 8/ 1952) — 

1 ...  to  St.  Mary’s,  Balnakiel  House,  Galashiels. 

4 ...  to  Lennox  Castle,  Lennoxtown. 

2 ...  to  Children’s  Unit,  Crichton  Royal,  Dumfries. 

Disposal  effected  where  a child  had  to  be  sent  awa}'  from  home — 

3 ...  Kilquhanity  House  School,  Castle-J)ouglas. 

1 ...  Salesian  House,  Aberdour. 

3 ...  St.  Ninian’s  Residential  J.S.  School,  Falkland. 

3 ...  Orchil  House,  Braco,  Perthshire. 

()  ...  Denbrae  House,  near  St.  Andrews. 

1 ...  Kingsmuir  School,  Sus.sex. 

] ...  Bylands  School,  Hampshire. 

1 ...  VViddicombe  House,  South  Devon. 
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Of  these  19  cases  3 were  placed  at  the  request  of  the  Children's 
Committee  of  Kilmarnock  Burgh  and  the  remaining  16  b}'  the 
Education  Authority  of  Aj^r  County  Council. 


Vn.— DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 

Report  by  Senior  Dental  Officer, 

The  School  Dentists  devoted  279  half  days  to  schools  for  the 
purpose  of  inspecting  children  and  1,663  half  daj^s  to  give  tha 
necessary  dental  treatment.  The  number  of  attendanc(*s  for 
treatment  was  10,576. 

The  session  commeneed  with  5 dentists  on  the  staff,  but  by 
Easter  the  situation  in  private  praetice  under  the  National  Health 
Service  had  eased,  resulting  in  more  dentists  entering  Local 
Authority  Service,  and  3 more  dentists  were  appointed.  After 
the  lean  years  experienced  since  1948  this  is  very  encouraging, 
and  it  is  hoped  the  full  eomplement  of  12  dentists  vill  be  resumed 
shortly. 

The  Orthodontic  Service  continues  to  enjoy  popularity  and  is 
greatly  appreciated  by  the  parents.  Our  thanks  is  due  to  the 
Glasgow  Dental  Hospital  for  the  services  of  their  Specialist,  who 
visits  and  advises  one  day  per  month. 

Once  again  I would  like  to  express  our  apjDreciation  of  the 
kindness  and  courtesy  shown  by  Headmasters,  and  their  co-operation 
especially  in  the  difficult  problem  of  accommodation  has  provtxl 
invaluable. 

The  following  Tables  show  details  of  the  Inspection  and 


Ti’eatment  given  : — 

TABLE  V. 

(a)  Inspection — 

Number  of  Children  Inspeeted  ...  ...  ...  12,442 

Number  of  Children  requiring  Treatment...  ...  8066 

Number  of  Children  for  whom  Parents  accepted 

Treatment  by  School  Dentists...  ...  ...  4714 

Number  of  Children  not  requiring  IVeatment  ...  4376 

Number  of  Children  for  whom  Parents  stated  that 

they  would  have  l^ivate  Treatment  ...  ...  2954 

Number  of  Children  for  whom  Pareiits  did  not 

accept  IVeatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  398 

Number  of  Special  and  Emergency  Cases  Inspected 
Number  of  Special  and  Emergency  Cases  requiring  1 1 

Treatment ... 

Number  of  Special  and  Emergency  Cases  acceptetl  1 1 

Treatment ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 
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(b)  Treatment- 

Number  of  Children  Treated  ...  ...  ...  4036 

Number  of  Extractions  (Temporary  Teeth)  ...  3758 

Number  of  Extractions  (Permanent  Teeth)  ...  550 

Number  of  Fillings  (Temporary  Teeth)  ...  ...  210 

Number  of  Fillings  (Permanent  Teeth)  ...  ...  4800 

Number  of  Dentures  supplied  ...  ...  ...  25 

Number  of  Orthodontics  Appliances  ...  ...  77 

Number  of  Crowns  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Inlays  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  Root  Treatment  ...  ...  ...  17 

Number  of  Scalings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  749 

Number  of  other  Operations  (Temporary)  ...  1035 

Number  of  other  Operations  (Permanent)  ...  5305 

Niimber  of  Special  and  Emergency  Cases  Treated  11 

Number  of  Special  and  Emergency  Extractions 

(Temporary  Teeth)  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  Special  and  Emergency  Extractions 

(Permanent  Teeth)  ...  ...  ...  3 


vm.— SPECIAL  SCHOOLS  AND  CLASSES, 
INCLUDING  OPEN-AIR  SCHOOLS. 

(1)  St.  Leonard’s  Home  Special  School,  Ayr. 

Day  pupils  were  conveyed  daily  by  motor  transport  from  and 
to  their  own  homes.  The  number  so  dealt  with  was  76,  of  whom 
11  were  physically  defective  children  and  65  mentally  defective 
children. 

St.  Leonard’s  Home  has  12  physically  defective  children  resident, 
and  these  are  taught  in  the  Physically  Defective  Classes. 

There  were  thus  on  the  school  roll  23  physically  defective  and 
65  mentally  defective  children. 

There  are  five  classrooms,  viz.,  three  for  physically  defective 
children  and  two  for  mental  defectives. 


(2)  Park  Special  School,  Kilmarnock. 

There  were  on  the  school  roll  71  mentally  defective  children  and 
30  physically  defective  children. 

There  are  five  occupied  clas.srooms,  viz.,  three  for  mental 
defectives  and  two  for  physically  defective  children. 
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(3)  Special  School,  Saltcoats. 

There  are  on  the  school  roll  31  mentally  defective  and  3 physically 
defective  children. 

There  are  three  classrooms,  viz.,  two  for  mental  defectives  and 
one  for  physically  defective  children. 


(4)  Other  Institutions. 

At  present  there  are  in  Institutions  : — 


Donaldson’s  School  for  the  Deaf,  Edinbirrgh  ...  8 

Langside  School  for  the  Deaf,  Glasgow  ...  ...  23 

St.  Vincent’s  School  for  the  Blind  and  Deaf,  Glasgow  14 
Royal  Blind  School,  Edinbirrgh  ...  ...  ...  4 

Colony  for  Epileptics,  Bridge -of -Weir  ...  ...  4 

Baldovan  Institution,  Dundee  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Waverley  Park  Certified  Institution,  Kirkintilloch ...  2 

St.  Joseph’s  Certified  Institution,  Rose  well,  ^lidlothian  4 

St.  Charles’  Certified  Institution,  Carstairs  Junction. 

Lanarkshire  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lennox  Castle  Certified  Institution  ...  ...  ...  12 

Royal  Scottish  Certified  Institution  ...  ...  ...  1 

Orchil  House,  Braco  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

St.  Ninians  Residential  J.S.  School,  Falkland,  Fife  ...  2 


Children  recpiiring  convalescent  treatment  were  sent  to  the 
Biggart  Homo,  Prestwick,  and  the  number  admitted  there  during 
the  school  session,  on  the  i-ecommendation  of  the  School  Medical 
Officers,  was  37. 

The  Special  Schools  at  Kilmarnock  and  Saltcoats  being  provided 
with  a verandah,  and  the  external  sides  of  the  clas.srooms  being  of 
the  roll-back  type,  are  essentiallj'^  open-air  schools. 


IX.— ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION  AND 
PERSONAL  HYGIENE  OF  CHILDREN. 

(a)  Staff  and  Accommodation. 

The  Authority  employs  03  Specialist  Teachers  of  Physical 
Education.  In  Secondary  Schools  these  Teachers  have  charge 
of  all  branches  of  Physical  Education,  including  Gymnastics, 
Games,  Dancing,  Swimming,  Athletics  and  Hygiene.  In  Primary 
Schools  the  aim  is  that  every  Class  should  have  one  lesson  ]ier 
week  from  a S])ccialist  Teacher,  the  nMuaining  Physical  Training 
Lessons  being  taken  by  the  Class  Teachers. 


While  the  majority  of  schools  in  the  County  have  indoor 
accommodation  for  physical  activity  (gymnasia,  central  halls, 
rented  halls,  etc.),  special  attention  is  given  to  the  provision  of 
an  area  of  the  playground  suitably  surfaced  to  allow  exercise  to 
be  taken  in  the  open  as  often  as  the  vagaries  of  our  climate  permit. 


(b)  Swimming. 

By  arrangement  with  Kilmarnock  Town  Council  the  local 
schools  have  the  use  of  the  Corporation  Swimming  Baths  throughout 
the  session.  Approximately  1,000  pupils  from  Primary  VII.  stage 
upward  have  a swimming  lesson  each  week,  all  year  round. 

Similar  facilities  are  available  at  Cumnock,  Prestvdck,  Troon 
and  Saltcoats  during  the  summer  term. 


(c)  Camp  Schools  and  Trek  Camps. 

During  the  school  year  the  Education  Committee  has  the  use 
of  the  Camp  School  at  Broomlee  for  four  months.  This  allows 
approxunately  2,000  pupils  to  go  into  residence  for  a period  of  two 
weeks. 

For  the  month  of  July  selected  schools  are  equipped  as  camps, 
and  parties  of  20  pupils,  aged  12  to  15,  escorted  by  two  teachers 
spend  a week  walking  from  camp  to  camp,  sleeping  one  night  at 
each.  Meals  are  supplied  from  County  Kitchens.  In  July, 
1952,  800  pupils  and  100  teachers  took  part  in  this  scheme. 

All  pupils  attending  Camp  School  or  taking  part  in  Treks  are 
previously  examined  by  the  School  Medical  Staff. 

The  whole  Scheme  of  Physical  Education  is  co-ordinated  by 
the  County  Organisers  of  Physical  Education. 


X.  -OTHER  ACTIVITIES  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  HEALTH  OF 

SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 

Milk  and  Meals  Supplied  to  School  Children. 

The  number  of  children  who  took  advantage  of  the  Milk-iti- 
Schools  Scheme  was  40,098. 

Meals  were  supplied  to  19,09.3  children,  of  whom  2,728  wesre 
supplied  free. 
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XI.— THE  PHYSICAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 

The  follo^^ing  Tables  show  the  number  examined  and  tlie 
physical  condition  of  the  chilch’en  under  the  respective  heaflings  : — 

TABLE  I. 

(a)  Total  Number  of  Children  Examined  at — 

Systemalir 

Ordinary  Schools — Examinatio7is 

Entrants  ...  •••  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,10.5 

Children  Born  in  1942  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,602 

Children  Born  in  1938  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,424 

Secondary  Schools — 

Children  Born  in  1935  ...  ...  ...  ...  407 

Total  15,538 


(b)  Other  Examinations— 

Children  Born  in  1944- 

Visual  Acuity  and  Hearing  only  ...  ...  4,633 

Special  Cases  1,784 

Re-Examinations— Number  Examined  ...  ...  2,782 

Treatment  Completed  ...  ...  ...  1,667 

Receiving  Treatment  ...  ...  ...  163 

On  Waiting  List  for  Treatment  ...  129 

Condition  Unchanged — Under  Observation  823 

Total  9,199 


(c)  The  Number  of  Individual  Children  Inspected  at 
Systematic  Exammatioiis  who  were  Notitied 
to  Parents  as  requiring  Treatment ; 

Entrants...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,072 

Childred  Born  in  1942  731 

Children  Born  in  1938  ...  ...  ...  ...  672 

Childred  Born  in  1935  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

2,519 


Total 
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(d)  Average  Heights  and  Weights — 


Group  Examined. 

Sex. 

No. 

Exam. 

Average 

Age 

Months. 

Avera,ge 

Height 

Inches. 

Average 

Weight 

Pounds. 

Entrants 

Male 

3100 

65-3 

43-5 

44  0 

Female 

2999 

65-0 

43-1 

42-3 

Children  Born  in  1942 

Male 

2283 

113-4 

52-4 

65-2 

Female 

2319 

115-0 

52-0 

63-3 

Children  Born  in  1938 

Male 

2269 

162-5 

60-1 

95-7 

Female 

2155 

162-7 

60-5 

100-7 

Children  Born  in  1935 

Male 

215 

199-9 

68-0 

135-5 

Female 

192 

200-4 

64-2 

123-9 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE— SYSTEMATIC  EXAMINATIONS. 
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TABLE  IV. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE— RETURN  OF  ALL  EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN  OF  SCHOOL  AGE  IN  THE  AREA. 
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